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Weekly Diary
Monday 7th May
9.00am

Mass

Tuesday 8th May
No Mass
Wednesday 9th May
6.00pm

Mass

Thursday 10th May
9.00am

Mass

Friday 11th May
9.00am
9.30am

Mass
Exposition

Saturday 12th May
4.00pm-4.30pm - Reconciliation
5.00pm Vigil Mass - Booval
Sunday 13th May
The Ascension of the Lord
6.30am Rosary - Riverview
7.00am Mass - Riverview
9.00am Mass - Booval
5.00pm Mass - Booval
Marriages by appointment - at least six months
notice is required.
Baptisms by appointment.

SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
6th May, 2018
Dear Parishioners and Visitors,
In 1941, the German Army began to round up Jewish people in Lithuania. Thousands
of Jews were murdered. But one German soldier objected to their murder. He was
Sergeant Anton Schmid. Through his assistance, the lives of at least 250 Jews were
spared. He managed to hide them, find food, and supply them with forged papers.
Schmid himself was arrested in early 1942 for saving these lives. He was tried and
executed in 1942. It took Germany almost sixty years to honor the memory of this
man, Schmid. Said Germany's Defence Minister in 2000, saluting him, "Too many
bowed to the threats and temptations of the dictator Hitler, and too few found the
strength to resist. But Sergeant Anton Schmid did resist."
This is the central of theme of today's Gospel. "No one has greater love than this, to
lay down one's life for one's friends." The hero Schmid went beyond what even Jesus encouraged. He laid down his life for strangers.
We are chosen to be the ambassadors of God's love. But, we live in such a way that
we declare that we are sent out into the world to compete with one another, or to
dispute with one another, or to quarrel with one another. We live in a world that
encourages everything but love. Children are taught to compete with one another.
Parents encourage them to defeat their friends by getting at least one mark more,
by submitting one project extra, by taking one more run in a cricket match, by
shooting one more goal in a football match and so on. In our frantic attempt to gain
popularity as the first, we ignore the sublime values of love and sacrifice.
Jesus had the perfect right to demand it from his followers, because he had exhibited it by living a life of love and sacrifice. He laid down his life and taught: "No one
has greater love than this, to lay down one's life for one's friends." This sacrificial
love was imitated by many great men, like Schmid, Maximilian Kolbe, and the noble
martyrs.
Jesus makes these demands on us because He has called us to be his friends and
friends of God. There was a custom in the court of the Roman Emperors to keep a
select group of men called the friends of King, or the friends of the Emperor. At all
times they had access to the king. He talked to them before he talked to his generals. The friends of the king were those who had the closest and the most intimate
connections with him.
Jesus called us to be his friends and the friends of God. In order to make us to be
worthy of this, he had taken away all our blemishes. French writer Henri Barbusse
(1874-1935), tells of a conversation overheard in a trench full of wounded men during the First World War. One of the men, who knew he only had minutes to live says
to one of the other men, "Listen, Dominic, you've led a very bad life. Everywhere
you are wanted by the police. But there are no convictions against me. My name is
clear, so, here, take my wallet, take my papers, my identity, take my good name, my
life and quickly, hand me your papers that I may carry all your crimes away with me
in death."
Jesus' invitation to be friends of God places the same offer before us. To be a new
man. And, to prove it to the world by practising his commandment of love. We require great courage to show it.
Jesus gives the assurance that "Love will always bear fruit." At times it may appear
to us that to do good to certain people is a waste of time; people are often ungrateful, and on occasions those to whom we have done good turn against us. But, we
should not get discouraged; because we do not know when, how and where love
will bear fruit. It is the assurance of Jesus that "Love will bear fruit." The love that
Jesus bestowed on his disciples bore fruit; they travelled to the ends of the then
known world announcing the love of God, and doing good to the people. It bore fruit
in the life of Schmid. It bore fruit in the life of Mother Teresa. It bore fruit in the life
of Pope John Paul. It bears fruit in our lives.
May God help us in our attempt to show his love to our brothers in small ways.
Blessings Fr. Joji

DIARY DATES
Tuesday 8th May - 9.30am: Craft Group
Wednesday 9th May - 7.00pm: Finance meeting
Friday 11th May - 6.15pm: CFC Group

There are 11 weeks until the Parish Fete
Sunday 22 July from 10am-3pm.
Thank you to those who have supported the day so far.
We are still calling for donations of the following:
Handmade items for the Art & Craft Stall,
and books for our Books Stall.
Consider donating your Council free plants to our Plants Stall.
Please contact Karina on 0423 939 709 if you are able to help.
Quality 2nd hand items for our Trash and
Treasure stall would be greatly appreciated also.
As always, we have our Major Raffle, and the prizes are
amazing. Tickets are available from the school office.
1st prize: $1000 Visa Gift Card
nd
2 prize: Panasonic 32” HD LED LCD TV valued at $499
rd
3 prize: Samsung Galaxy 7” Wifi 8GB Tablet valued at $188
Please call Kath Doyle on 0421 0000 57 with any questions
about the day, or offers of assistance. Thank you!
PRAYER PARTNERS - You will have noticed at Mass over the
last few weekends we have introduced a new practice called
Prayer Partners. We hope Prayer Partners increases our
sense of being community together at Mass. Nobody should
feel alone here. It also helps us to pray the Mass together as
parts of the one body of Christ. So at the beginning of Mass
the leader will encourage us to turn to somebody near us –
preferably someone we don’t know but if you know everybody that’s okay just choose someone – and exchange names
and agree to pray for each other later in the Mass. The idea is
that everybody at Mass is praying for somebody else during
that part of the Mass and everybody is being prayed for. Towards the end of the prayers of the faithful Fr Joji will ask us
to look briefly at our Prayer Partner then, in silence, pray for
them.
Be a volunteer OUT THERE
Communities in Myanmar, PNG, Samoa, Timor Leste, Kiribati
and Kenya seek volunteers to mentor locals and build capacity. Palms volunteers don’t do quick fixes, but immerse themselves in overseas communities for long-term skill exchange.
If you have teaching, medical, business, admin or trade skills,
share them with our global family!
Come to the Palms Info Session:
Saturday 12 May 3:30pm
Brisbane Square Library
Community Meeting Room
266 George Street, BRISBANE
Go to www.palms.org.au/volunteer or
Contact Palms on 02 9560 5333
A VOCATION VIEW - God’s love for us has been revealed:
“Love one another as I have loved you. The world needs to
see people who are striving to love others with all their
hearts. What about you?

Women’s Weekend Retreat: Compassionate Living
In order to live a compassionate life, we need to develop and
deepen compassion within ourselves, and commit to being a
compassionate presence for ourselves and for others.
Come, take time apart in silence, supported within a community of women, be kind to yourself, and deepen your journey
to the heart of compassion.
Friday 25 May – Sunday 27 May. Santa Teresa Spirituality
Centre, Ormiston.
Facilitated by Sue Thomas on behalf of Dragonfly Ministries.
For more information contact
grace@dragonflyministries.net.au or on 0409 524 283
WOMEN’S BREAKFAST - You are invited to join the
women of the Parish for a delicious breakfast on Saturday
12th May 7.30am-9.30am at the Parish
Centre. Cost $10. RSVP: Please put your
name on the sheet in the foyer of the
Church or phone the Parish Office 3282
1888 no later than Wednesday 9th May.
SAFEGUARDING TRAINING In the wake of the Royal Commission into Institutional Child Abuse the Archdiocese has updated the safeguarding training most parish volunteers need to
complete. If you read or are an Extraordinary Minister of
Communion you need to complete the training. Training has
been offered to our parish on Wednesday 16th May
6.30pm. We need to RSVP numbers by Tuesday 8th May so
please let us know as soon as possible if you are able to
come. If you completed last year’s training you don’t need to
do a refresher until next year. If you have done training prior
to last year you will need to do a refresher. If you are uncertain if you need to do the training please contact Donna at
the parish centre on 3282 1888. Thank you in anticipation of
a wonderful attendance rate!
ORGAN APPEAL - There will be a special collection taken up
at all masses on the weekend of 19th/20th May for the much
needed new organ for Sacred Heart Church. We are very
grateful for the donations we have received so far. The organ
will contribute greatly to our liturgies and our organists are
enjoying playing the new organ.
Marian Valley Canungra - All are invited to celebrate the
Feast of Our Lady Help of Christians, Patroness of Australia, at
Marian Valley, Canungra on Saturday 19th May 2018 commencing 10am with Exposition, Rosary, Confession, Holy Mass
(lunch available). Eucharistic Procession and Divine Mercy
Chaplet - Mass Celebrant: Most Rev Mark Coleridge, Archbishop of Brisbane. For those not wishing to drive a bus will
leave 8.10am French Street, Booval. Fare $20 - bookings and
info Anne 3282 0321 or Pam 3288 4594.
“This is my commandment: love one another
as I love you. No one has greater love than
this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends JOHN 15:12-13
Do you love Jesus? Do you consider Him your friend? Jesus
says that if we love Him we would be willing to offer whatever
we have to Him, not because we want praise and glory, but
simply because we love Him. Does your giving seem mechanical, out of obligation or do you share freely out of love?

