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Although this week’s gospel passage comes from the Last Supper discourse, it
is the perfect reading for this time in the liturgical cycle. In next week’s liturgy
we celebrate the Ascension of the Lord and the following week we celebrate
Pentecost and the coming of the Holy Spirit upon the disciples. This week’s
reading is the perfect precursor to these coming weeks. Prior to this section of
the Last Supper discourse, Jesus has told the disciples that he will be leaving
them. He alludes to that fact again in this section but also spells out that he
will ask the Father to send to the disciples another advocate (sometimes
translated as paraclete or counsellor). By referring to the Spirit as ‘another’
advocate or paraclete, Jesus names himself as having been an advocate. The
Spirit is to continue the work that Jesus has begun in and with the disciples,
standing as witness and strength for them to help them when the world turns
against them.
Jesus says to the disciples that ‘In a short time the world will no longer see
me; but you will see me, because I live and you will live.’ Christian people believe that Christ continues to be present in the world even though he is no
longer physically present. Jesus’ reference to ‘the world’ is a reference to
those who do not believe. It is only those who believe who continue to recognise and affirm his ongoing presence in the world. Whilst the Spirit, the advocate or paraclete, will act in the world to bring about the reign of God, it is in
the hearts and minds of those who believe where the Spirit will act most
strongly.

Living the Gospel – Live in love
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Throughout the gospel of John, we are reminded of the enduring relationship between Jesus
and the Father. A number of times, Jesus announces that he and the Father are one. In today’s passage, Jesus also says to the disciples
that they can share in this relationship of love.
When Jesus speaks about anyone who ‘loves’
him, he speaks about anyone who lives by his
message and seeks to be like him. Anyone who does that will share in the love
that exists between the Father and the Son. That invitation is open for each of
us today as well.
© Greg Sunter

C

“GENTLE FIRST STEPS ” - Our Church
will be opening for private prayer for
up to 10 people at a time the week
commencing 24th May. Days and
times will be announced in next
week’s newsletter as we need to
assess how best to manage these
visits in a safe manner.

The Catholic Leader’s
Response to the COVID19 pandemic.
We are making our digital newspaper free at our website.

catholicleader.com.au
The digital version of The Catholic Leader will be free for readers to access until Parishes reopen across the Archdiocese of
Brisbane.
“For it is better to suffer for doing good, if that
be God’s will, than for doing evil.” (1 Peter 3:17)
The old line says “if you want to make God laugh,
tell him your plans.” Many of us are diligent in
our planning and making sure things are progressing smoothly. Then disaster strikes, we don’t get the result that was intended or an unforeseen problem arises. Many times we may
respond negatively and ask, “Why me? I did everything
right!” Here’s the thing - adversity humbles us and reminds
us of our dependence on God and not on our own selfreliance. Rest assured, God has a better plan in store for you.
Time for a Smile - “When we go back to Mass”

BLAZE BOOVAL has been meeting via Zoom
since we have not been able to meet in person. We have enjoyed a couple of successful
meetings with gospel readings, reflections and
lively games of scavenger hunts & Pictionary. Last week we finished by asking our mums to join us for
a blessing. It was lovely to see everybody and to know the
spirit of Sacred Heart is still alive and well. As part of our
effort to stay in touch we have begun a Blaze Instagram page
– blazeyouthbooval – which you are welcome to follow. We
post reminders and updates about Blaze and special events,
and Fr Thomas will join us this weekend with a short reflection on the gospel.
Parish Facebook page.
Keep up to date and see what’s happening
in the life of the parish
by following us on Facebook.

Booval Catholic Parish
SUNDAY READINGS at Home contains the readings with associated commentaries and prayers. Families can gather together, pray the opening prayer, read the Scriptures aloud
together, discuss the commentaries and finish with the concluding prayer.
Family Prayer is designed for families with young children.
An extract from the Sunday gospel is provided, along with
some reflection questions, family activities and a worksheet
for children.
These resources can be found on our parish website http://www.boovalcatholicparish.org.au
PRAYING THE ROSARY DURING THE MONTH OF MAY

WATCH MASS online - Join the Archdiocese of Brisbane
online for Mass broadcast live from St Stephen’s Cathedral
12.30pm weekdays, 8am and 10am Sunday at
www.archbne.org/bzw. You can also watch an earlier
Mass recorded on the same website.
MASS ON TELEVISION - Sunday at 6am on Channel 10.

PLEASE PRAY FOR THOSE WHOM WE REMEMBER: Brian Meara, Kirtley & Dolan families, Bob Cole, Dorothy Walsh,
Donna Gabriel, Tracie Files, Noela Shute, Rita Vanderbyl, Tom Brown, Roland Millington, Bernie Kinnane, Chris Garton,
Ken Adkins, Frank Van Gestel, Lorraine Murphy, David Samson, Brian McCarthy, Jack & Eileen McMahon, Bob, John &
Mark Skippington, Thomas Boyle, Margery Boyle, Ellie & Ossie Cody, Rob Kane, Mike Cody, Helen Cody, Roy Folan,
Alfred & Stella Grech, Moira Murphy, Melinda & Arthur Murphy, Bernice & Clement Goan, Arthur, Brian & Dane
Bracey, Grahame Coultas.
LET US PRAY for those who are sick or recovering from surgery: Desolie King, Graeme Peters, Trish Rowlands, Joyce
Samson, Joy Gallagher, Marianne Steentsma, Rae Clark, Jill Wright, 2 Special Intentions, Kath Cole, Eileen Adkins, Erin, Eileen Galligan, Benjamin Palmer (Chris Garton’s Grandson), Shannon Spencer, Thomas Manoj, Donna Brown, Brian Morgan, Hannah Smith,
Fran Johnson, Julia Telford, Sophie Leonard, David Stewart, Anthony Eden, Concetta Tiberi, Darcy Watt, Lisa Lynch, Madge McLennan, Karen Purdie.
We also include in our prayers all the aged and sick to whom we take Communion.
We pray for the safety and good judgement of those serving in our defence forces overseas.
(Please contact us when you feel that it is appropriate to remove the name of your friend or loved one from our Parish Prayer List)

BOOK OF REMEMBRANCE ANNIVERSARIES

17 May - 23 May

Jella Herbert, Muriel Acutt, Rosario Gabieta, Jane Dwyer, Corrie Thomas, Pat Barrett, Bill Ferris, Norma Lumche, John McEniery,
Teresa O’Dempsey, Ellen Brennan, Arnold Langford, Francis Martin, Dennis Murphy, John Rumble, Emily Wynn, The Wynn Family,
John Cogan, Raymond English, Sheila Hand, Minnie Kerry, Pamela Lee, Mary McNamara, Thomas Quinn, Jack Reed, Jack Sneyd,
Mercidita (Mercy) Wilson, John Baxter, Danelle Davies, Jeanette Dwyer, Matty Hartfiel, Graham Solomon, Les Bridges, John Bugler,
William Fahy, Neta Recamarra, Lorraine Silvester, Sarah Slack.

The Booval Catholic Parish acknowledge the Jagera, Yuggera and Ugarapul people, the Traditional Custodians
who have walked upon and cared for this land for thousands of years.

Children’s Page

