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Booval Parish extends a warm welcome to each and everyone of you who joins 
us for our celebration of this Eucharist for the 3rd Sunday of Advent otherwise 
known as Gaudete (Pronunciation; Gow-day-tay meaning Rejoice! in Latin)  
Sunday.  “Dear Jesus, help us focus on you during this busy season.  May we 

stay aware of the joy you bring into our lives and help us to find you in the everyday moments and 
come with hearts of gratitude to your manger on Christmas.  Amen.” 
SUNDAY READINGS THIS SUNDAY (Jerusalem Bible– JB):   
Isaiah 35:1-6,10; Ps 145:6-10; James 5:7-10; Matthew 11:2-11 
REFLECTION: 
Half way through Advent we pause for a moment to celebrate Gaudete Sunday, a Sunday for rejoicing. 
Isaiah paints a picture of regeneration. The desert that once seemed to be dead is now bursting with 
life; eyes that lacked sight, ears incapable of capturing and holding sound, limbs without strength, and 
tongues devoid of speech are all given new life. There will be no death in that age of fulfilment, no limi-
tations, no mourning. As we move deeper and deeper into the reality of God’s presence in our midst, 
we will discover the meaning of true fulfilment. 
John the Baptist is a standard for judging the privilege of entering here and now, the kingdom of heav-
en. He was the herald of the coming of Jesus, the one who prepared for him, but John himself died 
before the death and resurrection of Jesus opened the flood gates of the eschatological tide. By com-
parison, even the least in the kingdom of God is far greater than this prophetic herald. John also serves 
as a model of patience in suffering. His circumstances teach us that moving toward eschatological fulfil-
ment is not without cost. 
Just as Matthew presents us with the example of John the Baptist, so James describes the patience 
required of those who await the age of fulfilment. That age of fulfilment will dawn in its time; all we can 
do is discharge our responsibilities regardless of how demanding they might be, and wait for that day 
patiently, convinced that it will come in God’s due time. 
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 CHRISTMAS CHOIR 
Christmas Choir Practice.   
Choir practice to prepare for our Christmas Eve Mass and Children’s Nativity Play will take place on: 
                Thursday, 11th December at 7pm and 
                Thursday, 18th December at 7pm 
You are invited to come along and join the choir and help us celebrate the birth of our Saviour. 
Christmas Carols at St Mary’s Aged Care Hostel.  Father Peter will be saying Mass at St Mary’s 
Hostel, 129 Wildey Street, Raceview on Friday, 19th December at 10.30am.  After Mass we would like 
to present some Christmas Carols for the residents.  Several of our elderly parishioners are now  
resident in the Hostel, and we are sure they would appreciate an opportunity to join in singing with 
us.  If you can join us, would you kindly advise me.  Anne Scott, Music Coordinator. 

 

CHILDREN'S NATIVITY PLAY FOR CHRISTMAS EVE MASS 2025 
The Children’s Christmas Eve Mass will be held on Wednesday, December 24 
at 5pm.  This celebration will be held in the Amare Centre, at Sacred Heart School. Christmas carols 
will be sung from 4.45pm and Mass commences at 5pm. A short nativity play, performed by the chil-
dren, will be presented at 5pm before the entrance Hymn is sung. We would love as many children as 
possible to take part in the nativity play. Secondary school students who would like to help and/or be 
part of the nativity play are most welcome to attend. If your child / children are interested in participat-
ing, please phone Karen on 0421110924 if you have any questions or any issues with  
attending practice sessions. 

 

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 13/14 December, 2025 (Yr A) 

 Weekday Mass (Cycle 2) 

Monday  15 Dec. 9:00am Mass  

Tuesday  16 Dec.  No Mass 

Wednesday 17 Dec.  No Rosary 

  No Mass 

Thursday  18 Dec. 9:00am  Mass 

Friday  19 Dec. 9:00am  Mass  

4th SUNDAY OF ADVENT (Yr A) 

Saturday  20 Dec. 4:00pm Reconciliation 

Saturday  20 Dec. 5:00pm Mass—Booval  

Sunday   21 Dec. 7:00am Mass—Riverview  

 9:00am Mass—Booval 

  NO CHILDREN’S LITURGY OF THE WORD: CLOW 

Sunday 21 Dec. 5:00pm Mass– Booval 

Baptisms by appointment.  Please note that the next 
Baptism Preparations session on Thursday,  
February 5 at 6:30pm in the Sacred Heart Church. 
 
Marriages by appointment only and at least 6 months 
notice is required.  

We respectfully acknowledge the Jagera, Yuggera and Ugarapul people, as the traditional owners and  caretakers of the land which is the Booval Catholic Parish. 

CHRISTMAS MASS TIMES 

 

Christmas Eve: Wednesday December 24 
Booval—4:45pm Christmas Carols in the Amare Centre 

5:00pm Children’s Christmas Eve Mass in the Amare Centre 
Riverview—7:00pm Christmas Eve Mass at  

Our Lady of Perpetual Help Church 
 

Christmas Day: Thursday December 25 
Booval—8:00am Christmas Day Mass at Sacred Heart Church 
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PLEASE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO HAVE RECENTLY DIED:  Tino Tuiatua, Leila Turner. 

 
PLEASE PRAY FOR THOSE WHOM WE REMEMBER: Pat Skippington, Sung Van Nguyen, Soundar Rajan, Mieu Thi Nguyen, Ban Ngoc Nguyen, Eriber-
ta Gonzales, Marialuz Sociano, Dolores Vencer, Sylvia Cochrane, William Cochrane, Patricio Aribal, Carmen Aribal, Neville Schostakowski, Mary Smith, 
Lyall Newsome, Gerard Flanagan, Geoffrey Frost, Marie Noon, Denis & Nora Muir, Bernard Graham, Donna Gabriel, Bob Cole, Bill & Dorothy Walsh, Lor-
raine Murphy, John & Mark Skippington, Geoffrey Crocker, Roy Folan, Alfred & Stella Grech, Moira Murphy, Melinda & Arthur Murphy, Bernice & Clement 
Goan, Arthur, Brian & Dane Bracey, Grahame Coultas,  James Hogan. 
LET US PRAY for those who are sick or recovering from surgery:  Janice Besgrove, Leila Ryan, Kath Schostakowski, Michelle Spiteri, Raul Fuentes 
(Melanie’s nephew), Laurelle (Desolie King’s daughter), Margaret Vincent, Trish Watter, Kevin Murphy, Lynne Connors, Desmond Daly,  
Karen Cooper, Pauline Peters, Patricia Eade, Rebecca Eade, Kathy & Graeme Smith, Kath King, Declan Simmonato, Lilian Morrison, Joana Ambrad-Isip, 
Desolie King, Trish Rowlands. 

We also include in our prayers all the aged and sick to whom we take Communion. 
We pray for the safety and good judgement of those serving in our defence forces overseas. 

 
BOOK OF REMEMBRANCE ANNIVERSARIES :   14 December—20 December 
Lawrence Noonan, Howard Daley, Keith Thorburn, John Knehr, Stephen Murphy, Iris Williams, Richard Baker, Phyllis Kuschert, Michael Monsour, Ethel 
Patch, Gregory Hancock, Carmelita Hillard, Enid Jackson, Sr Therese McLean, Bridget Young, Anna Vo (Fr. Joseph’s mother), Peter Vo (Fr. Joseph’s 
father), Bro. Stanislaus Campbell, Juanito Legaspi, Cec Pierce, Colin Butcher, Edward Groves, Norm Kuschert, Albert Lindsay, Alfred Lobegeiger, Marga-
ret McArthur, Margaret Missen, John Zammitt. 

Should you wish to make any adjustments to the above, please contact the office. 

 

Booval Parish Diary Dates 

Monday   NO Bible Group until 2026 

Tuesday  16 Dec. 9:30am Craft Group 

Thursday 18 Dec. 4:00pm  NO SVdP 

Thursday  18 Dec. 7:00pm CHOIR PRACTICE 

Friday     NO Liturgy Meeting 

Sunday   NO Divine Mercy Prayers: Riverview until 
25 January, 2026 

Sunday   NO CHILDREN’S LITURGY OF THE 
WORD - CLOW  

 The Archdiocese of Brisbane holds that children, young people and 
vulnerable adults are a gift from God with an intrinsic right to dignity. 

Archdiocese of Brisbane’s Office for Safeguarding - 
https://brisbanecatholic.org.au/support/safeguard/ 

STOPline Service.  STOPline is an external service provided for the Archdiocese to receive confidential disclosures. 
Disclosures can be made anonymously.  Phone: 1300 304 550 ׀ Email: AOB@stopline.com.au  ׀ Online: www.bnecatholic.stoplinereport.com 

Booval Parish Collection for week ending December 7 = $2115.50       Thank you for your generosity.  

 READERS EMOCs ALTAR SERVERS DPO 

Sat 5pm Petpetua, Leanne, ? ?, Dennis, ? Heidi Edward 

Sun 7am Tony, Barbara, ? Christiana, ? Marion, Joanne Leonie / Xela 

Sun 9am Peter,  
Marie-Claire, ? 

Esther, Lina, ? Adrianna, Danniella Amy 

Sun 5pm Jane, Mariya, ? Ben, ?, ? Sierra Sharlene 

VINNIES CHRISTMAS APPEAL 

Thank you everyone who generously donated to our Christmas Appeal this 
year.  If you still wish to make a financial contribution to the Christmas Appeal 
please use the envelopes that are available or directly depositing your  
donation to our bank account – BSB: 064-786 A/C: 100026744 REF: (your 
name). (Please email sh4304@svdpqld.org.au if you require a receipt.  All 
donations over $2.00 are tax deductible) .                             

ROSTER FOR WEEKEND OF 20/21 December:  
(ADVENT2 Weekend 3)  

Readers, EMOCs, Altar Servers & DPOs, please remember to check in 
with the Leader.  If you are not rostered on, please always check in to 
see if you are needed for that Mass. THE JESSE TREE 

At each Mass, 2 people will be asked to place the ornaments on the Jesse 
Tree located near the Sanctuary.  This third week’s ornaments include: The 
Shepherd King , Solomon builds a temple, Esther, Isaiah’s First & Second 
Prophecy, Jonah and the Whale. 

ADVENT 
Week 3 : JOY  -  The Shepherd’s Candle.   
The candle symbolizes rejoicing.  This Sunday is called 
“Gaudete Sunday” as we reflect on the joy the shepherd’s 
felt at the birth of Jesus. 
How might Jesus be inviting you to experience greater joy 
this Advent? 

                       NO MASS 
 
There will be no Rosary or Mass on the following days. 
Wednesday December 17 at Sacred Heart Church, Booval as Fr Peter will 
be assisting with the 2nd Rite of Reconciliation at St Mary’s, Woodend.  You 
are all welcome to attend this. 
Wednesday December 24 at Sacred Heart Church, Booval as the Children’s 
Christmas Eve Mass is being celebrated in the Amare Centre (Sacred Heart 
Primary School Hall) located on the other side of the Junior Primary School. 

POPE LEO XIV 
The Holy Father, Pope Leo XIV is now back in Rome after making his first 
apostolic journey to both Turkey and Lebanon.  During his trip, he made time 
to visit Nicaea to commemorate the 1700th anniversary of the first ecumenical 
council held there in 375AD. This council was significant as it occurred only 10 
years after Roman persecutions finished.  Additionally, it is where over 300 
bishops and Emperor Constantine developed and summed up our faith in the 
Nicene Creed. 
 
POPE LEO XIV’s PRAYER INTENTION FOR DECEMBER 
For Christians in areas of conflict—Let us pray that Christians living in 
areas of war or conflict, especially in the Middle East , might be seeds of 
peace, reconciliation and hope. 
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