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 Happy New Year and welcome to you all  participating in the first  
Sunday celebration of the Eucharist in 2025.   

 May the peace of God reign in your hearts during the chaos that is life. 

SUNDAY READINGS (Jerusalem Bible– JB):   
Isaiah 60:1-6; Ps 71:1-2, 7-8, 10-13; Ephesians 3:2-3, 5-6; Matthew 2:1-12 
GOSPEL REFLECTION by Greg Sunter 
The gospel of Mark, the first of the four canonical gospels to be written, does not bother at all with the 
question of the birth of Jesus. Written some ten or more years later, the gospels of Luke and Matthew 
both present a version of the circumstances surrounding the birth of Jesus. The gospel of John, written 
later still, also avoids details of Jesus’ birth. The two accounts of the infancy that we do have from the 
gospels tell very different stories because they have each been used to place the rest of the gospel in a 
particular context. Unfortunately, the two stories have been mashed together so much that we now 
have one notion of the Christmas story that is a poor amalgam of the two unique narratives. 

In the gospel of Luke, Joseph and Mary are living in Nazareth and travel to Bethlehem and are forced to 
give birth out in a field because there is no room at the only inn in Bethlehem. The ones who bear wit-
ness to the birth in this account are shepherds – some of the lowest of the low – as the gospel of Luke 
identifies Jesus as having a preferential option for the lowly ones. In the gospel of Matthew, Joseph and 
Mary are living in Bethlehem and give birth in their own house. They later flee to Egypt and then settle 
in Nazareth. The two towns need to be included in both accounts because they are named in some of 
the ancient prophecies about the Messiah. In the gospel of Matthew, the witnesses to the birth are wise 
men, dignitaries from another land. The Matthew writer wants to emphasise the ‘kingship’ of Jesus and 
it is fitting that foreign dignitaries present gifts on the birth of a king.  

The two stories deserve to be dealt with uniquely and should be unravelled from the muddled, entwined 
version that dominates our Christmas imagery. 

Have you thought? – Epiphany 

The feast of the Epiphany celebrates the revelation of Jesus to humankind. The wise men are the rep-
resentatives of humanity bearing witness to this revelation. However, the Epiphany celebrates the reve-
lation of Jesus as not only the Messiah of Israel but the Saviour of the whole world. Interestingly, in this 
gospel that emphasises the ‘Jewish-ness’ of Jesus, the witnesses to the birth are gentiles from a for-
eign land. Their inclusion is a powerful declaration that the revelation of Jesus is for all people. Regard-
less of the liturgical year, this reading is always used on the feast of the Epiphany to celebrate this 
pivotal moment.  

© Greg Sunter 
 

 

THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD 05.01.2025 (Yr C) 

Weekday Mass (Cycle 1) 

Monday 6 Jan. 9:00am Mass  

Tuesday 7 Jan.  No Mass 

Wednesday 8 Jan. 5:30pm   Rosary 

 6:00pm Mass 

Thurs 9 Jan. 9:00am Mass 

Friday 10 Jan. 9:00am Mass 

THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD (Yr C) 

Saturday 11 Jan. 4:00pm Reconciliation 

Saturday 11 Jan. 5:00pm Mass—Booval  

Sunday 12 Jan. 7:00am Mass—Riverview  

 9:00am Mass—Booval 

  No Children’s Liturgy 

Sunday 12 Jan. 5:00pm Mass– Booval 

Baptisms by appointment.  The next Baptism Prepa-
rations session is Thursday 6 February, at 6:30pm in 
the Sacred heart Church. 
 

Marriages by appointment only and at least 6 months 
notice is required.  

We respectfully acknowledge the Jagera, Yuggera and Ugarapul people, as the traditional owners and  caretakers of the land which is the Booval Catholic Parish. 

mailto:lsr.booval@bne.catholi.net.au


PLEASE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO HAVE RECENTLY DIED:   

 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THOSE WHOM WE REMEMBER: Neville Schostakowski, Mary Smith, Lyall Newsome, Gerard Flanagan, Geoffrey Frost, Marie 
Noon, Denis & Nora Muir, Bernard Graham, Donna Gabriel, Bob Cole, Bill & Dorothy Walsh, Lorraine Murphy, John & Mark Skippington, Geoffrey Crocker, 
Roy Folan, Alfred & Stella Grech, Moira Murphy, Melinda & Arthur Murphy, Bernice & Clement Goan, Arthur, Brian & Dane Bracey, Grahame Coultas,  
James Hogan, Louis Phipps-Ellis, Mary Phipps-Elllis, baby Lou Phipps-Ellis. 

LET US PRAY for those who are sick or recovering from surgery:  Nev Harm, Trish Kearney (Cathy Peacock’s sister)Laurelle (Desolie King’s daugh-
ter), Desley Henderson, Margaret Vincent, Trish Watter, Kevin Murphy, Lynne Connors, Helena M. Siczek, Desmond Daly, Patrick Phipps-Ellis, Karen 
Cooper, Pauline & Graeme Peters, Patricia Eade, Rebecca Eade, Kathy & Graeme Smith, Kath King, Declan Simmonato, Lilian Morrison, Joana Ambrad-
Isip, Desolie King, Trish Rowlands. 

We also include in our prayers all the aged and sick to whom we take Communion. 
We pray for the safety and good judgement of those serving in our defence forces overseas. 

 
BOOK OF REMEMBRANCE ANNIVERSARIES :  5 January — 11 January 
Giuseppe Alderuccio, Ronito Andriano , John  Baker, Patrick Dempsey, Casey Johnson, Annie  Jones, Grace Spall, Robert Gilliver Wratten, Patrick Byrne, 

Reginald Diete, George Howard, Gin Pontarollo, John Skippington, Marie Bleys, Jean Lofthouse, Hilda Molloy, Gladys Rosentretor, Joaquim Cardoso, 

Mary Kowalski, Kevin Mason, Vien Antonio, Joan Dwyer, Kathleen Dwyer, Loretto Kent, Alma McNeish, Rita Miller, Stan Moore, Patricia Parsons, Charm 
Quinn, Rose Ersser, Ron Kercher, Isabel McAuliffe, Frederick Pettit, Evelyn Scown,  Kathleen Connor, Cathy Donald, Stan Gehrke, Al Grealy, David 
Jones, Michael Klein, Dulcie Rhodes, Merrilyn Newman, 

Should you wish to make any adjustments to the above, please contact the office. 

 

Booval Parish Diary Dates 

Tuesday  7 Jan. 9:30am No Craft Group 

Thursday  9 Jan. 4:00pm No SDVP 

Friday  10 Jan. 10:00am No Liturgy Meeting 

Saturday 11 Jan. 7:00am St Josephs Garden 

Sunday 12 Jan. 7:00am           Divine Mercy Prayers: Riverview 

Sunday 12 Jan. NO NO Children’s Liturgy  

 The Archdiocese of Brisbane holds that children, young people and 
vulnerable adults are a gift from God with an intrinsic right to dignity. 

Archdiocese of Brisbane’s Office for Safeguarding - 
https://brisbanecatholic.org.au/support/safeguard/ 

JUBILEE YEAR 2025 

Blessed is the one … whose hope is in the LORD. Jeremiah 17:7 

The above verse from the prophet Jeremiah reflects the blessed hope we 
have in the Lord.  This year, as noted in last week’s newsletter, Pope Francis 
invites us to be “ Pilgrims of Hope,” journeying with Jesus.  While some can 
make the physical pilgrimage, we are all called to do so spiritually.  Wherever 
we are in 2025, may our daily lives resemble our beliefs. 
What does the Logo mean? 
“The logo shows four stylized figures, representing all 
of humanity, coming from the four corners of the 
earth. They embrace each other to indicate the soli-
darity and fraternity which should unite all peoples. 
The figure at the front is holding onto the cross. It is 
not only the sign of the faith which this lead figure 
embraces, but also of hope, which can never be 
abandoned, because we are always in need of hope, especially in our mo-
ments of greatest need. There are the rough waves under the figures, sym-
bolising the fact that life’s pilgrimage does not always go smoothly in calm 
waters. Often the circumstances of daily life and events in the wider world 
require a greater call to hope. That’s why we should pay special attention to 
the lower part of the cross which has been elongated and turned into the 
shape of an anchor which is let down into the waves. The anchor is well 
known as a symbol of hope...It is worth noting that the image illustrates the 
pilgrim’s journey not as an individual undertaking, but rather as something 
communal. The cross bends down towards humanity, not leaving human 
beings alone, but stretching out to them to offer the certainty of its presence 
and the security of hope. At the bottom of the logo is the motto of the 2025 
Jubilee Year: Peregrinantes in Spem (Pilgrims in hope), represented in green 
letters.”   https://www.iubilaeum2025.va/en/giubileo-2025/logo.html 
If you want to know more about this, please visit the website 
https://www.iubilaeum2025.va/en.html 
MORNING TEA 
There will be Morning Tea at Riverview this Sunday after the 7:00am Mass as 
it is the first weekend of the month. 
The first Morning Tea at Sacred Heart at Booval will be Sunday, 
19 January, following the 9:00am Mass.  There will also be Morn-
ing Tea on Sunday 26 January at Sacred Heart, Booval.  Both 
these weekend’s Morning Teas will be managed by Rosies—
Friends on the street. 

STOPline Service.  STOPline is an external service provided for the Archdiocese to receive confidential disclosures. 

Christmas = $1760.90 Collection for week ending 29.12.2024 = $1525.10  A sincere THANK YOU .     

ROSTER FOR WEEKEND OF 11/12 January (Weekend 2) 

Thank you! Thank you! Thank you! 
St Vincent de Paul Christmas Appeal 
We finished delivering our Christmas Hampers last Wednesday.  It was 
such a wonderful response from our schools and parish and other friends 
of the St Vincent de Paul Conference.  We were able to deliver hampers 
to 80 households, which included 223 children.  The very generous cash 
donations to our Christmas Appeal also meant we were able to include 
Woolworths Food Vouchers in every hamper.  It was a wonderful way to 
end 2024.  Please accept our heartfelt thanks for your generous support 
of the work of the St Vincent de Paul. 
 
DIVINE MERCY : RIVERVIEW 
Divine Mercy will start on Sunday 12 January after the 
7:00am Mass at Our Lady of Perpetual Help, Riverview. 
 

 

 Readers EMOC ALTAR SERVER DPO 

Sat 5pm Katherine, Cathy, ?  Yvonne, Ronald, ?  Hannah,  Elizabeth 

Sun 7am Mike, Christiana, ?  Barry, Yvonne Agnes, Joanne Leonie/ Marion / 
Juliana 

Sun 9am Angela, Anne, Cecelia Sia, Tim, ?  Danniella, Adrianna Sierra/ Jacob/ 
Erik 

Sun 5pm Karen, Ben, ?  Karen, Irene Joshua, Hayzelle Hayden 


