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Welcome to everyone and a here participating in this celebration of the 

Eucharist.   
 May the peace of God reign in your hearts during the chaos that is life. 

 
SUNDAY READINGS (Jerusalem Bible– JB):   
Samuel 1:20-22, 24-28; Ps 83:2-3, 5-6, 9-10; St John 3:1-2, 21-24; Luke 2:41-52. 
GOSPEL REFLECTION by Greg Sunter 
We live in an era when we are constantly hearing about the demise of the family and the demise of 
family values. It seems that the family is under constant attack. Divorce rates are at an all-time high and 
a huge number of young people are raised in single-parent families, divided families or blended fami-
lies. To talk about a ‘typical’ family is increasingly irrelevant. What we are learning to appreciate more 
and more is the diversity of family experience. Despite all this, there is no disputing the value of the 
family unit. Family is at the heart of our society; at the heart of our development; and at the heart of our 
Church. When we stop and think about it, the Holy Family that we honour today wasn’t exactly what we 
might describe as a ‘typical’ family and yet they provide a model for all families. 
In today’s gospel, we get a snapshot of family life for Jesus, Mary and Joseph at a time when Jesus 
was 12 years old. We’re reminded that the family was a faithful Jewish family, attending the Passover 
celebrations in Jerusalem every year. We’re also reminded that it is at the Passover celebrations some 
20 or so years later that Jesus will be tried and crucified. When Mary chastises the boy Jesus, he re-
minds her that he needs to be busy with his Father’s affairs. Mary and Joseph are confused by this, 
perhaps forgetting momentarily that Jesus is referring to his heavenly Father. This incident, so often 
dismissed as background ‘colour’ to the gospel narrative, conveys the significant truth that Jesus 
shared a family relationship with Mary and Joseph, but also shared a family relationship with God, his 
Father. It reminds us that Jesus called all of us to enter into the relationship he shared with his Father. 
Historical Context – Jesus the Jew 
This gospel passage reminds us of the fact that Jesus and his family were faithful Jews throughout their 
lives. Although in his public ministry Jesus challenged some of the practices and attitudes of the institu-
tional religion, he nevertheless remained faithful throughout his life. In this incident, we see the practice 
of travelling to the Temple in Jerusalem to celebrate Passover and we also see the very Jewish method 
of teaching and exploring Torah through question and answer. Some people oddly struggle with the 
notion of Jesus as a Jew and yet the gospels repeatedly demonstrate how he was faithful to the tradi-
tion. 
Have you thought?  Mary 
We’re told in today’s gospel that Mary ‘stored up all these things in her heart’. Mary is a model of the 
reflective life. When extraordinary, life-altering events occur to her, she is portrayed as pondering these 
events in her heart. She responds to these events by allowing them to speak to her and speak to her 
heart rather than simply ‘reacting’ as so many of us do. The ability to reflect on events, rather than react 
to them, can lead to a much better considered response and less chance of making the same mistakes 
over and over again. 
Living the Gospel – Importance of family 
It is sometimes easy to glibly declare that our families are important to us, but it is in the everyday living 
of family life that we have the opportunity to demonstrate how serious we are. It is inevitable, as we 
establish our individual identity, that we will at times clash with our family’s expectations and challenge 
the authority of parents. However, we can never forget the love, care and security our family has provid-
ed throughout our lives. Parents try to protect their children from disappointment and harm and reflect 
the love of God when they’re repeatedly prepared to try again with damaged family relationships. 
Questions for Discussion or Reflection 
Q. What might Mary and Joseph have felt when Jesus was missing and when they found him again? 
Q. Why do you think this is the only incident from Jesus’ childhood reported in the four gospels? 
Q. Why does Jesus appear to place little importance on his family in this and other gospel incidents? 
Q. Why is it that families can be both the most frustrating and fulfilling parts of our life? 
Q. How could you improve relationships within your family? 
Learning moments 
It is interesting that we celebrate the feast of the Holy Family at a time when society encourages us to 
think about our life and make resolutions about our behaviour for the coming year. Develop some 
‘Family Resolutions’ of actions that you can undertake in the coming year. Devise some signposts or 
checkpoints for yourself so that you can evaluate the success of your resolutions throughout the year. 

 

The HOLY FAMILY of JESUS, MARY and JOSEPH 29.12.24 (Yr C) 

Weekday Mass (Cycle 1) 

Monday 30 Dec. 9:00am Mass  

Tuesday 31 Dec.  No Mass 

Wednesday 1 Jan. 5:30pm   Rosary 

 6:00pm Mass 

Thurs 2 Jan. 9:00am Mass 

Friday 3 Jan. 9:00am Mass 

THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD (Yr C) 

Saturday 4 Jan. 4:00pm Reconciliation 

Saturday 4 Jan. 5:00pm Mass—Booval  

Sunday 5 Jan. 7:00am Mass—Riverview  

 9:00am Mass—Booval 

  No Children’s Liturgy 

Sunday 5 Jan. 5:00pm Mass– Booval 

Baptisms by appointment.  The next Baptism Prepa-
rations session is Thursday 2 January, at 6:30pm in 
the Sacred heart Church. 
 
Marriages by appointment only and at least 6 months 
notice is required.  

We respectfully acknowledge the Jagera, Yuggera and Ugarapul people, as the traditional owners and  caretakers of the land which is the Booval Catholic Parish. 

mailto:lsr.booval@bne.catholi.net.au


PLEASE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO HAVE RECENTLY DIED:  Ron Jones, Neil Bryant, Leesa Besgrove, Kevin Dinneen, Kevin (Jack) Ryan. 

 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THOSE WHOM WE REMEMBER: Neville Schostakowski, Mary Smith, Lyall Newsome, Gerard Flanagan, Geoffrey Frost, Marie 
Noon, Denis & Nora Muir, Bernard Graham, Donna Gabriel, Bob Cole, Bill & Dorothy Walsh, Lorraine Murphy, John & Mark Skippington, Geoffrey Crocker, 
Roy Folan, Alfred & Stella Grech, Moira Murphy, Melinda & Arthur Murphy, Bernice & Clement Goan, Arthur, Brian & Dane Bracey, Grahame Coultas,  
James Hogan, Louis Phipps-Ellis, Mary Phipps-Elllis, baby Lou Phipps-Ellis. 

LET US PRAY for those who are sick or recovering from surgery:  Nev Harm, Trish Kearney (Cathy Peacock’s sister)Laurelle (Desolie King’s daugh-
ter), Desley Henderson, Margaret Vincent, Trish Watter, Kevin Murphy, Lynne Connors, Helena M. Siczek, Desmond Daly, Patrick Phipps-Ellis, Karen 
Cooper, Pauline & Graeme Peters, Patricia Eade, Rebecca Eade, Kathy & Graeme Smith, Kath King, Declan Simmonato, Lilian Morrison, Joana Ambrad-
Isip, Desolie King, Trish Rowlands. 

We also include in our prayers all the aged and sick to whom we take Communion. 
We pray for the safety and good judgement of those serving in our defence forces overseas. 

 
BOOK OF REMEMBRANCE ANNIVERSARIES :  29 December — 4 January 
Ethel Davis, Edward Hawkins, Therese McLean, Leonard Ringelstein, Joe Waltisbuhl, William Baxter, Vincent Keogh, Agnus Mullins, Eileen Slattery, 
Shane Bognuda, Dansy Bradford, Fr Pat Coleman  - 2nd Parish Priest, Ernie Fisher, Georgina Ford, Elinor Graham, Garry Graham, Elly King, Lydia King, 
Rodolpo King. Claire Lim; Edward McCaffrey, William Mackey, Phyllis Rhodes, Annie Tobin, Mariano Vertudes, Eileen Clare, Ellen Constance Lucht, 
Shauna McQuillan, Sr Angela Kelly, Ellen Kingston, Katazyna Siczek-Choma, Donald Whipple, Annie Bateman, Gay Ford, Elizabeth Homburg, Peter 
Lynes, Betty Robertson, Gerard Carlyon. 

Should you wish to make any adjustments to the above, please contact the office. 

 

Booval Parish Diary Dates 

Tuesday  31 Dec. 9:30am No Craft Group 

Thursday  2 Jan. 4:00pm No SDVP 

Friday  3 Jan. 10:00am No Liturgy Meeting 

Saturday 4 Jan. 7:00am St Josephs Garden 

Sunday 5 Jan. NO NO Divine Mercy Prayers: Riverview 

Sunday 5 Jan. NO NO Children’s Liturgy  

 The Archdiocese of Brisbane holds that children, young people and 
vulnerable adults are a gift from God with an intrinsic right to dignity. 

Archdiocese of Brisbane’s Office for Safeguarding - 
https://brisbanecatholic.org.au/support/safeguard/ 

JUBILEE YEAR 2025 
The Holy Father, Pope Francis, opened the Holy Door of 
St. Peter’s Basilica on December 24 to officially open the 
Holy Year (Jubilee Year 2025). 
So What is the Jubilee?  “Jubilee” is the name given to a 
particularly special  year.  The Bible discusses this in 
Leviticus 25:8-13 whereby a special year was marked as 
a time to re-establish a proper relationship not only with God but with other 
people and all creation and involved the forgiveness of debts, returning of 
misappropriated land and letting fields have a fallow period.   
In 1300, Pope Boniface introduced the Jubilee (Holy Year) for Catholics and 
since then, while the frequency of these special years changed over time, it 
now occurs every 25 years.  In 2015 we had an extraordinary jubilee pro-
claimed the Year of Mercy by Pope Francis. 
The following is part of a letter written by Pope Francis in February 2022. 
Over the last few years, not a single country was unaffected by the outbreak 
of an pandemic that brought home the uncertainty of existence and as a re-
sult changed our way of life.  We all experienced certain freedoms curtailed, 
grief, doubt, fear and disorientation... 
“We must fan the flame of hope that has been given us, and help everyone to 
gain new strength and certainty by looking to the future with an open spirit, a 
trusting heart and far-sighted vision. The forthcoming Jubilee can contribute 
greatly to restoring a climate of hope and trust as a prelude to the renewal 
and rebirth that we so urgently desire; that is why I have chosen as the motto 
of the Jubilee, Pilgrims of Hope. This will indeed be the case if we are capa-
ble of recovering a sense of universal fraternity and refuse to turn a blind eye 
to the tragedy of rampant poverty that prevents millions of men, women, 
young people and children from living in a manner worthy of our human digni-
ty.”  
If you want to know more about this, please visit the website 
https://www.iubilaeum2025.va/en.html 
MORNING TEA 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help, Riverview will have their first Morning Tea on 
Sunday January 5 following the 7:00am Mass. 
There will be no Morning Tea at Sacred Heart, Booval until Sunday Janu-
ary 19 following the 9:00am Mass.  This will be managed by Rosies. 
FROM THE PARISH OFFICE 
Thank you, thank you and again thank you to each and everyone of you for all 
your support and patience throughout this year.   

STOPline Service.  STOPline is an external service provided for the Archdiocese to receive confidential disclosures. 

Collection for week ending 22.12.2024 = $2018.50  A sincere THANK YOU for your contribution.     

ROSTER FOR WEEKEND OF 28 /  29 DECEMBER: (5th Weekend) 

Thank you! Thank you! Thank you! 
St Vincent de Paul Christmas Appeal 
We finished delivering our Christmas Hampers last Wednesday.  It was 
such a wonderful response from our schools and parish and other friends 
of the St Vincent de Paul Conference.  We were able to deliver hampers 
to 80 households, which included 223 children.  The very generous cash 
donations to our Christmas Appeal also meant we were able to include 
Woolworths Food Vouchers in every hamper.  It was a wonderful way to 
end 2024.  Please accept our heartfelt thanks for your generous support 
of the work of the St Vincent de Paul. 

 Readers EMOC ALTAR SERVER DPO 

Sat 5pm Martin, Gabrielle,  
Marea 

Patricia, Margaret, ? Theo Hannah 

Sun 7am Neville, Misi, Barbara Mike, ? Agnes, Joanne Leonie/ Marion / 
Juliana 

Sun 9am Sia, Grathia, Bruce Esther, Filbert, ? Jacob (Dominique) Mia 

Sun 5pm Virgil, Irene, ? Errol, Irene, ? Adrianna Maria 

CHRISTMAS OFFICE HOURS 
The Booval Parish Office is closed and will reopen on Thursday 2nd 

January at 8:30am.  If you are in need of a priest urgently, please press 

Option 3 when you call the office on 3282. 1888. 


