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Welcome to everyone here participating in this 3rd Sunday of Advent celebra-
tion of the Eucharist.  This is also know as GAUDETE SUNDAY which is Latin 

for Rejoice! 
 May you be touched with God’s grace and peace... 

 
SUNDAY READINGS (Jerusalem Bible– JB):   
Zephaniah 3:14-18; Ps Isaiah 12:2-6; Philippians 4:4-7; Luke 3:10-18. 
ADVENT GOSPEL REFLECTION by Greg Sunter 
Is it any wonder that there was a growing sense among the people that John might be the Christ? His 
teaching in the first part of this week’s gospel might just as easily have come from the mouth of Jesus. 
It demonstrates for us just how much John was preparing the way for Jesus: even his teaching was in 
line with what Jesus would later say. In this instance, the people gathered around John (presumably 
having been baptised by him) are asking how they should live out their new-found conversion of heart. 
John’s response to the three groups is about the need for generosity and justice. It is about not taking 
more than your share when someone else does not have sufficient. To the crowd of people, he instructs 
them to give away a second tunic to someone who doesn’t have one at all and to share their food with 
those who are hungry. To the tax collectors, he cautioned them to collect no more than what they were 
supposed to. Tax collectors made their profit by overcharging taxpayers. Together with the fact that 
they worked for the Roman occupiers, this made tax collectors one of the most despised groups in 
society. John’s caution to them is to be just in their dealings. He also cautions the soldiers against intim-
idation and extorting money from the people to supplement their pay. The themes of justice and hospi-
tality that will echo throughout the gospel of Luke are clearly evident in this episode with John. When 
the people start to talk about him being the Christ, John is quick to point them to the one who is still to 
come; the one who will share with them more fully the love of God and the fire of the Holy Spirit. 
Have you thought? – A change of heart   
The baptism that John preached and practised was a baptism of repentance. What he called on people 
to do was to recognise the areas of their lives that were unbalancing their relationship with God. There 
was a strong recognition that unless they were in right relationship with one another they could not be in 
right relationship with God. In recognising the need for change in their lives, John challenged them to 
also make a change of heart: to approach their lives differently. This is why they were questioning him 
about practical ways of living out their new commitment. 
Living the Gospel – Generosity of spirit 
John’s words to the crowd, the tax collectors and the soldiers are about adopting a spirit of generosity 
and a generosity of spirit. A generosity of spirit can be expressed simply in the attitude with which we 
approach other people: a positive, hope-filled and generous attitude will often turn around a potentially 
negative situation. As we approach the Christmas season, there is a need for practical actions of gener-
osity as well. Those in need can approach Christmas with dread rather than joyful expectation. It can be 
the hardest time of year for struggling families. Acts of generosity can make all the difference. 
Gospel Focus – Baptised with the Holy Spirit  
John makes clear to his audience the difference between himself and the Messiah who is still to come. 
His ritual of baptism will pale in comparison with the baptism with the Holy Spirit that the Christ will 
offer. Compared to a symbolic action of baptism, Jesus will offer the people a tangible experience of life 
in the Holy Spirit. He will give them not only a glimpse of the reign of God, but an invitation to enter fully 
into it. The baptism of the Holy Spirit is a lived experience, not just a ritual action. 
 

©Greg Sunter 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY OF THE WORD - CLOW  
In last Sunday’s gospel we heard John the Baptist telling the people to “Turn back to God!”  We dis-
cussed how sin in our life keeps us from being close to God and how Advent is a good time to think 
hard about how we can be better children and prepare our hearts for the coming of Jesus.  It was a 
fantastic end to Children’s Liturgy as well last Sunday with the children, a sea of “red santa hats” sing-
ing an action Christmas song for the congregation. 
The sausage sizzle, face painting and games were great fun too!  Photos will come in the “From the 
Heart” parish magazine January issue. 
I take this opportunity to wish all our Children’s Liturgy families a blessed Christmas, and look 
forward to seeing you all again on the 2nd February, 2024 Janet.  

 

 

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 15.12.24 (Yr C) 

Weekday Mass (Cycle 1) 

Monday 16 Dec. 9:00am Mass  

Tuesday 17 Dec.  No Mass 

Wed 18 Dec. 5:30pm Rosary  

 6:00pm Mass 

Thurs 19 Dec.  Mass 

Friday 20 Dec. 9:00am Mass 

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT (Yr C) 

Saturday 21 Dec. 4:00pm Reconciliation 

Saturday 21 Dec. 5:00pm Mass—Booval  

Sunday22 Dec. 7:00am Mass—Riverview  

 9:00am Mass—Booval 

  No Children’s Liturgy 

Sunday 22 Dec. 5:00pm Mass– Booval 

Marriages by appointment only at least 6 months 

notice is required. 

 

Baptisms by appointment.  The next Baptism Prepa-
ration session  is to be Thursday 2 January, at 

6:30pm in the Sacred Heart Church.  

We respectfully acknowledge the Jagera, Yuggera and Ugarapul people, as the traditional owners and  caretakers of the land which is the Booval Catholic Parish. 

mailto:lsr.booval@bne.catholi.net.au


PLEASE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO HAVE RECENTLY DIED:  Ron Jones, Neil Bryant, Leesa Besgrove, Kevin Dinneen, Kevin (Jack) Ryan. 

 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THOSE WHOM WE REMEMBER: Neville Schostakowski, Mary Smith, Brian Larter, Arsenio, Isabel & Paquito Aribal, Romeo Fran-
cisco, Bernardo Buran, Lolita Amora, Ao Thi Nguyen, Maximino & Sally Gepitulan, Lyall Newsome, Gerard Flanagan, Geoffrey Frost, Sung Van Nguyen, 
Marie Noon, Denis & Nora Muir, Bernard Graham, Donna Gabriel, Bob Cole, Bill & Dorothy Walsh, Bernie Kinnane, Ken Adkins, Lorraine Murphy, John & 
Mark Skippington, Geoffrey Crocker, Thomas & Margery Boyle, Roy Folan, Alfred & Stella Grech, Moira Murphy, Melinda & Arthur Murphy, Bernice & 
Clement Goan, Arthur, Brian & Dane Bracey, Grahame Coultas, Noreen Lund, Ta Thi Thin, Giao Ngoc Tran, Peter Joseph, Raymond Gale, James Hogan, 
Biao Ngoc Tran, Mieu Thi Nguyen, Ban Ngoc Nguyen, Louis Phipps-Ellis, Mary Phipps-Elllis, baby Lou Phipps-Ellis. 

LET US PRAY for those who are sick or recovering from surgery: Trish Kearney (Cathy Peacock’s sister)Laurelle (Desolie King’s daughter), Desley 
Henderson, Margaret Vincent, Trish Watter, Kevin Murphy, Lynne Connors, Helena M. Siczek, Desmond Daly, Patrick Phipps-Ellis, Karen Cooper, Pauline 
& Graeme Peters, Patricia Eade, Rebecca Eade, Kathy & Graeme Smith, Kath King, Declan Simmonato, Lilian Morrison, Joana Ambrad-Isip, Desolie King, 
Trish Rowlands. 

We also include in our prayers all the aged and sick to whom we take Communion. 
We pray for the safety and good judgement of those serving in our defence forces overseas. 

 
BOOK OF REMEMBRANCE ANNIVERSARIES :  15 December — 21 December 
Jean Gibson, John Giddy, Elizabeth Gray, Basil Hohnke, Patricia Plant, Cecil Addison, Dane Bracey, Reg. McCarthy, Mark Skippington, Michael Ferreira, 

Jimmy Kennedy, Brian Seng, John Baker, Annie Crowley, Marguerite Doyle, Bill Henry, Julia Holcombe, William Mackey, George Muir, Patrick O’Brien, 

Mervyn Wheatland, Michael Cody, Arthur Murphy, Margaret Ryan, Ron Smith, Joyce Samson, Christopher Cavenagh, Jack Cuthbert, Quentin Manley, 
Edward Rhodes, Margaret Moran, Edna Wilkinson. 

Should you wish to make any adjustments to the above, please contact the office. 

Booval Parish Diary Dates 

Tuesday  17 Dec. 9:30am Craft Group 

Thursday 19 Dec. 4:00pm No SDVP 

Friday  20 Dec. 10:00am Liturgy Meeting 

Saturday 21 Dec. 7:00am St Josephs Garden 

Sunday 22 Dec. NO NO Divine Mercy Prayers: Riverview 

Sunday 22 Dec. NO NO Children’s Liturgy  

 The Archdiocese of Brisbane holds that children, young people and 
vulnerable adults are a gift from God with an intrinsic right to dignity. 

Archdiocese of Brisbane’s Office for Safeguarding - 
https://brisbanecatholic.org.au/support/safeguard/ 

 
CHRISTMAS APPEAL 2024  
Envelopes and boxes will be available each week at the Church.  You can 
also donate by direct deposit to our bank account – BSB:064-786  A/
C:100026744. Ref: Your name. Thank you. 
If you are able to help us with our CHRISTMAS HAMPERS, we would like to  
include: 

tinned ham, Christmas cake/mince pies, long-life custard, jelly, Christ-
mas pudding, tinned fruit, packet cake, soft drink, Christmas lollies, packets of 
chips, pancake mix, maple syrup, orange juice, Bon bons  /napkins,     
Woolworths voucher for fresh food and/or meat 
CHILDREN'S NATIVITY PLAY FOR CHRISTMAS EVE MASS 2024 
The Children’s Christmas Eve Mass, which includes a short a Nativity play 
and reflection song presented by the children, will be held on Tuesday 24th 
December, at 5pm, in the Amare Centre, at Sacred Heart School. If your 
child / children are interested in participating, we would love to have you at-
tend the initial practice on Monday 16th December 4.30pm – 5.30pm in Sa-
cred Heart Church.  Additional practices will occur every day the week before 
Christmas. Times and dates for these practices will be made in consultation 
with parents during the initial practice session on Monday 16th December.  
Please phone the office if you are interest-
ed or if you have any questions. 
CHRISTMAS CHOIR PRACTICE   
Choir practice to prepare for our Christmas 
Eve Mass and Children’s Nativity Play will take place on: 
                Thursday, 12th December at 7pm and 
                Thursday, 19th December at 7pm 
You are invited to come along and join the choir and help us cele-
brate the birth of our Saviour. 
CHRISTMAS CAROLS AT ST MARY’S AGED CARE HOSTEL.   
Father Peter will be saying Mass at St Mary’s Hostel, Raceview, on Friday, 
20th December at 10.30am.  After Mass we would like to present some 
Christmas Carols for the residents.  Several of our elderly parishioners are 
now resident in the Hostel, and we are sure they would appreciate an oppor-
tunity to join in singing with us.  If you would like to participate, please come 
along to Choir Practice. 
MORNING TEA BOOVAL 
There will be morning tea this weekend and next weekend after the 9:00am 
Mass.  Everyone welcome! 

STOPline Service.  STOPline is an external service provided for the Archdiocese to receive confidential disclosures. 

Collection for week ending 08.12.2024 = $1973.80  A sincere THANK YOU for your contribution.     

ROSTER FOR WEEKEND OF 21 /  22 DECEMBER: (4th Weekend) 

RIVERVIEW DIVINE MERCY 
Divine Mercy Prayer meetings have finished for 2024 and will 
commence again the 2nd Sunday in January 2025, that is Sunday 
12th January.  Thank you to all who attended this year and a Mer-
ry Christmas and Happy New Year to all. 

 Readers EMOC ALTAR SERVER DPO 

Sat 5pm Evie, Katherine, Jo Yvonne, Benjamin, ? Josh, Heidi Joel, Heidi 

Sun 7am Tina, ? ?  Misi, Fatima, Marion, Rosa Leonie 

Sun 9am Fale, Ricco, Tina, 
Lagisoa 

Martin, Lina, Todd Sierra Ricco 

Sun 5pm ?, ?, ?  ?, ?, ? Joel, Hayzelle Joshua, Hayden 


