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Advent is not just a season; it is a journey towards a deeper faith, so on that 

note, greetings and welcome to everyone here participating in this 2nd Sunday 
of Advent celebration of the Eucharist.  This Advent let us see the poor and 

marginalised in the crowds and open our heart with compassion and may we be 
the rock that others can depend on. 

                                         May you be touched with God’s grace and peace... 
 

SUNDAY READINGS (Jerusalem Bible– JB):   
Baruch 5:1-9; Ps 125; Philippians 1:4-6, 8-11; Luke 3:1-6. 
ADVENT GOSPEL REFLECTION by Greg Sunter 
The second and third weeks of Advent this year focus particularly on the role of John the Baptist as the 
one who prepared the way for Jesus and announced his coming. It continues the theme of preparation 
that was begun last week, but still, rather than preparing for the birth of Jesus, we are exploring the 
wider theme of preparation. The gospel writer includes a quote from Isaiah in which the prophet says, 
‘Prepare a way for the Lord.’ (Often translated as ‘Prepare the way of the Lord’.) The application of this 
passage to John the Baptist is a logical one. This gospel emphasises that John was preaching ‘a bap-
tism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins’. Throughout the gospel of Luke, the recognition of sinful-
ness and the desire to repent and seek forgiveness is the prelude to receiving God’s favour.  
This gospel makes it clear that one way in which we can prepare a way for the Lord is to recognise our 
faults and failings and to seek forgiveness. It is only through such repentance that we can make our-
selves receptive to the love of God. The only preparation of the way that is necessary for the Lord is a 
personal preparation to be receptive. We are absolutely assured of God’s love. The problem is that we 
often feel that we are undeserving of that love or are unable to receive it. When we are called to 
‘Prepare a way for the Lord’ it is a call to prepare a way in our own hearts – to break down the barriers 
that we have put up; to clear the obstacles that we have placed in the path. God’s love will find a way! 
We simply make the way easier for ourselves to recognise God’s love if we ‘Prepare a way’. 
Historical Context – At this time 
This particular gospel goes to great lengths to place the events of Jesus’ life in a particular historical 
context. It is the gospel of Luke that identifies the birth of Jesus as taking place in the reign of Caesar 
Augustus and the governorship of Quirinius. Again, in today’s passage, the writer is keen to establish 
the historical time and place. It is made clear that the ministry of Jesus occurred in a particular time and 
place. But the gospel makes clear that the message Jesus proclaimed reaches beyond its original con-
text across time and place to our lives today. 
Have you thought? Baptism 
We may think that Baptism is an invention of the Christian community but today’s gospel makes it clear 
that baptism was used within the Jewish community and was put to a particular purpose by John the 
Baptist. Baptism was part of the Jewish tradition well before the time of Jesus. Ritual cleansing by full 
immersion was an important element of worship and converts to Judaism were required to walk through 
a deep bath known as a mikveh. John’s use of baptism as a washing away of sin was a different inter-
pretation of the well established practice. 
Living the Gospel – Make way! 
Today’s gospel is a reminder to us that Advent is a season of preparation. In this case, the preparation 
is all about making way for the love of God in our lives. The love of God surrounds us all the time. It’s 
like a rapidly flowing stream and sometimes we have placed boulders in the stream that send the water 
flowing around us. The call to make a way for the Lord is a call to clear the rocks out of the stream; to 
remove the obstacles that are directing the love of God around us and allow it instead to flow directly 
through us. 

©Greg Sunter 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY OF THE WORD: C L O W 

Last week, the first Sunday of Advent - HOPE.  We talked about how Advent is a time to prepare our 
hearts for the celebration of the much hoped for birth of Jesus on Christmas Day and that we should 
always try and have our hearts ready for when Jesus comes again. Some ways to prepare our hearts 
are going to mass, always trying to be kind and say kind words that will encourage others, praying, 
helping charities by donating food, clothes, toys or money and saying sorry to God for the times we 
have not done or said the right things. 

REMINDER:  Children’s Christmas breakup party after 9.00am mass this 
                       Sunday, 8th December in front of Parish Centre. 

 

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 08.12.24 (Yr C) 

Weekday Mass (Cycle 1) 

Monday 9 Dec. 9:00am Mass  

Tuesday 10 Dec.  No Mass 

Wed 11 Dec. 5:30pm Rosary  

 6:00pm Mass 

Thurs 12 Dec.  Mass 

Friday 13 Dec. 9:00am Mass 

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT (Yr C) 

Saturday 14 Dec. 4:00pm Reconciliation 

Saturday 14 Dec. 5:00pm Mass—Booval  

Sunday 15 Dec. 7:00am Mass—Riverview  

 9:00am Mass—Booval 

  Children’s Liturgy 

Sunday 15 Dec. 5:00pm Mass– Booval 

Marriages by appointment only at least 6 months 

notice is required. 

 

Baptisms by appointment.  The next Baptism Prepa-
ration session  is to be Thursday 2 January, at 

6:30pm in the Sacred Heart Church.  

We respectfully acknowledge the Jagera, Yuggera and Ugarapul people, as the traditional owners and  caretakers of the land which is the Booval Catholic Parish. 

mailto:lsr.booval@bne.catholi.net.au


PLEASE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO HAVE RECENTLY DIED:  Ron Jones, Neil Bryant, Leesa Besgrove, Kevin Dinneen, Kevin (Jack) Ryan. 

 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THOSE WHOM WE REMEMBER: Neville Schostakowski, Mary Smith, Brian Larter, Arsenio, Isabel & Paquito Aribal, Romeo Fran-
cisco, Bernardo Buran, Lolita Amora, Ao Thi Nguyen, Maximino & Sally Gepitulan, Lyall Newsome, Gerard Flanagan, Geoffrey Frost, Sung Van Nguyen, 
Marie Noon, Denis & Nora Muir, Bernard Graham, Donna Gabriel, Bob Cole, Bill & Dorothy Walsh, Bernie Kinnane, Ken Adkins, Lorraine Murphy, John & 
Mark Skippington, Geoffrey Crocker, Thomas & Margery Boyle, Roy Folan, Alfred & Stella Grech, Moira Murphy, Melinda & Arthur Murphy, Bernice & 
Clement Goan, Arthur, Brian & Dane Bracey, Grahame Coultas, Noreen Lund, Ta Thi Thin, Giao Ngoc Tran, Peter Joseph, Raymond Gale, James Hogan, 
Biao Ngoc Tran, Mieu Thi Nguyen, Ban Ngoc Nguyen, Louis Phipps-Ellis, Mary Phipps-Elllis, baby Lou Phipps-Ellis. 

LET US PRAY for those who are sick or recovering from surgery: Trish Kearney (Cathy Peacock’s sister)Laurelle (Desolie King’s daughter), Desley 
Henderson, Margaret Vincent, Trish Watter, Kevin Murphy, Lynne Connors, Helena M. Siczek, Desmond Daly, Patrick Phipps-Ellis, Karen Cooper, Pauline 
& Graeme Peters, Patricia Eade, Rebecca Eade, Kathy & Graeme Smith, Kath King, Declan Simmonato, Lilian Morrison, Joana Ambrad-Isip, Desolie King, 
Trish Rowlands. 

We also include in our prayers all the aged and sick to whom we take Communion. 
We pray for the safety and good judgement of those serving in our defence forces overseas. 

 
BOOK OF REMEMBRANCE ANNIVERSARIES :  8 December — 14 December 
John Carroll, Hugh Daly, Frances Diete, Catherine Dunstan, Declan Fegan, Paolo Pitruzzello, Margarete Praug, Kathalene Deaves, Kathleen McCormick, 
Essie O’Donoghue, Peter Vergotis, Hilda Casey, Margaret Leahy, Frank Diete, Ken O’Brien, Herbie Shields, Glen Craike, Francis Eddison, Edwin Wil-
kinson, Sebastiana Alderuccio, Rolf Grunenberg, Kathryn Ryan, Eileen Sutherland, Vera Vieth, Louisa Carroll, Lennox Cockburn, Francis Eddison, Gerard 
Fick, Eric Tilley, 

Should you wish to make any adjustments to the above, please contact the office. 

Booval Parish Diary Dates 

Tuesday  10 Dec. 9:30am Craft Group 

Thursday 12 Dec. 4:00pm     SDVP 

Friday  13 Dec. 10:00am Liturgy Meeting 

Saturday 14 Dec. 7:00am St Josephs Garden 

Sunday 15 Dec. NO NO Divine Mercy Prayers: Riverview 

Sunday 15 Dec. NO NO Children’s Liturgy  

 The Archdiocese of Brisbane holds that children, young people and 
vulnerable adults are a gift from God with an intrinsic right to dignity. 

Archdiocese of Brisbane’s Office for Safeguarding - 
https://brisbanecatholic.org.au/support/safeguard/ 

 
CHRISTMAS APPEAL 2024  
Below are some suggested inclusions in our Christmas Hampers. Envelopes 
and boxes will be available each week at the Church.  You can also donate 
by direct deposit to our bank account – BSB:064-786  
A/C:100026744. Ref: Your name. Please support the work of the Society 
through your local Conference by giving generously.  Thank you. 
If you are able to help us we would like to include: 

tinned ham, Christmas cake/mince pies, long-life custard, jelly, Christ-
mas pudding, tinned fruit, packet cake, soft drink, Christmas lollies, packets of 
chips, pancake mix, maple syrup, orange juice, Bon bons  /napkins,     
Woolworths voucher for fresh food and/or meat 
CHILDREN'S NATIVITY PLAY FOR CHRISTMAS EVE MASS 2024 
The Children’s Christmas Eve Mass, which includes a short a Nativity play 
and reflection song presented by the children, will be held on Tuesday 24th 
December, at 5pm, in the Amare Centre, at Sacred Heart School. If your 
child / children are interested in participating, we would love to have you at-
tend the initial practice on Monday 16th December 4.30pm – 5.30pm in Sa-
cred Heart Church.  Additional practices will occur every day the week before 
Christmas. Times and dates for these practices will be made in consultation 
with parents during the initial practice 
session on Monday 16th December.  
Please phone the office if you are interest-
ed or if you have any questions. 
CHRISTMAS CHOIR PRACTICE   
Choir practice to prepare for our Christmas Eve Mass and Children’s 
Nativity Play will take place on: 
                Thursday, 12th December at 7pm and 
                Thursday, 19th December at 7pm 
You are invited to come along and join the choir and help us cele-
brate the birth of our Saviour. 
CHRISTMAS CAROLS AT ST MARY’S AGED CARE HOSTEL.   
Father Peter will be saying Mass at St Mary’s Hostel, Raceview, on Friday, 
20th December at 10.30am.  After Mass we would like to present some 
Christmas Carols for the residents.  Several of our elderly parishioners are 
now resident in the Hostel, and we are sure they would appreciate an oppor-
tunity to join in singing with us.  If you would like to participate, please come 
along to Choir Practice. 

STOPline Service.  STOPline is an external service provided for the Archdiocese to receive confidential disclosures. 

Collection for week ending 01.12.2024 = $1941.65  A sincere THANK YOU for your contribution.     

ROSTER FOR WEEKEND OF 14/15 DECEMBER 

FROM THE HEART MAGAZINE 
Writers!...I am sure you have something to share with your faith family.  Reci-
pes, stories, the history of anything connected with our parish or Ipswich,  
favourite bible passages, favourite prayers, your interests or hobbies, your 
ministries… If you were not born in Australia, how do you celebrate Christmas 
and New Year in your home country and if you were born in Australia, what 
are some of your favourite Christmas routines and/or food?  The editors look 
forward to receiving articles from all budding writers.  “From the Heart” will be 
published towards the end of January. 
FUNERAL NOTICES:  
Kevin Dineen 
There will be a wake held for Kevin Dinneen at the Racehorse Hotel from 
2:00pm to 5:00pm on Monday 9 December. 
The funeral service will be at Sacred Heart Church, Tuesday 10 Decem-
ber at 10:30am.  Following this, there will be a reception at the Prince 
Alred.  All are welcome to attend. 
Leesa Besgrove: Sacred Heart Church Tuesday 10 December at 1:30pm. 
Ron Jones: Sacred Heart Church Wednesday 11 December at 10:30am. 
Neil Bryant: Sacred Heart Church Thursday 12 December at 11:00am. 

 Readers EMOC ALTAR SERVER DPO 

Sat 5pm Pepetua, Leanne, 
Patricia 

Cathy, Dennis, ? Hannah,  Elizabeth 

Sun 7am Tony, ?, ? Christiana, ?  Juliana, Joanne Leonie 

Sun 9am Peter, Marie-Claire, 
Barbara/Terese 

Esther, Lina, ? Dominique, Anna Amy 

Sun 5pm Jane, Mariya, ?  Ben, ?, ? Sierra Maria 


