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Collect 
 
God of everlasting mercy, 
who in the very recurrence of the paschal feast 
kindle the faith of the people you have made your own, 
increase, we pray, the grace you have bestowed, 
that all may grasp and rightly understand 
in what font they have been washed, 
by whose Spirit they have been reborn, 
by whose Blood they have been redeemed. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

Amen. 

 
 
 

Readings and Commentaries 
 

With only two exceptions (the third Sunday of Easter and Ascension Sunday) the gospel reading throughout the 
Easter season is taken from John.  The first reading always comes from the Acts of the Apostles.  What varies from 
year to year is the source of the second reading: in Year A the first letter of Peter, in Year B the first letter of John, 
in Year C the book of Revelation. 

There is an additional difference on this Sunday.  The gospel reading (John 20:19–31) remains the same each year 
while the first and second readings vary. 

For most of the liturgical year there is an explicit connection between the first reading from the Hebrew scriptures 
and the gospel; during some seasons there is a deliberate link between the second reading and one or both of the 
other two.  Things are different during the Easter season.  There is no formal link between any of the readings but in 
one way or another they combine to teach us about life in the Spirit of the risen Lord.  This is the time of 
mystagogical catechesis for the newly baptised; the whole community joins them in exploring the implications of 
baptism. 



A reading from the Acts of the Apostles      4:32–35 

The whole group of believers was united, heart and soul; 
no one claimed for his own use anything that he had, as 
everything they owned was held in common. 

The apostles continued to testify to the resurrection of the 
Lord Jesus with great power, and they were all given 
great respect. 

None of their members was ever in want, as all those who 
owned land or houses would sell them, and bring the 
money from them, to present it to the apostles; it was then 
distributed to any members who might be in need. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Responsorial Psalm            Ps 117:2–4, 15–18, 22–24 

R. Give thanks to the Lord for he is good,  
     his love is everlasting.  

or  

R. Alleluia.  

Let the sons of Israel say: 
‘His love has no end.’ 
Let the sons of Aaron say: 
‘His love has no end.’ 
Let those who fear the Lord say: 
‘His love has no end.’ R. 

The Lord's right hand has triumphed; 
his right hand raised me up. 
I shall not die, I shall live 
and recount his deeds. 
I was punished, I was punished by the Lord, 
but not doomed to die. R. 

The stone which the builders rejected 
has become the corner stone. 
This is the work of the Lord, 
a marvel in our eyes. 
This day was made by the Lord; 

     we rejoice and are glad. R. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

First Reading 

Luke is so determined to portray the early Christian 
community in Jerusalem in model terms that he returns 
to the subject several times.  Today’s reading is the 
second of his summary accounts of the community’s life.  
This time he focuses on the completeness of sharing 
engaged in by the members of the community.  They 
are not only “united, heart and soul” but in the pooling 
of goods as well.  Everything is freely surrendered, 
shared and given out.  But this radical socialism is not 
shapeless or anarchic.  The apostles are clearly the 
authoritative figures, both in their testimony to the 
resurrection and in the distribution of goods. 

Even in the Acts of the Apostles, and especially in the 
letters of Paul, it is evident that this gospel ideal was 
not always realised in full.   We only have to read on 
to the next chapter to find a counter-story (5:1-11).  
But however much the reality fell short, the ideal that 
Luke puts before us is still authentic and powerfully 
attractive.  This passage gives readers the opportunity 
to convey Luke’s enthusiasm for Christian community to 
the congregation.  The text is strong and clear and 
balanced.  It should be proclaimed with confidence 
and conviction not just to capture everyone’s attention 
but also to stir their hearts. 

 

 

 

 

 

Responsorial Psalm 

As on Easter Sunday both the response and the verses 
of the responsorial psalm come from Psalm 117/118.  
This song of thanksgiving for deliverance from distress 
was widely used by the early Christian community to 
interpret Jesus’ death and resurrection.   

The response is taken from the very first verse of the 
psalm.  It is a joyful summons to give praise and 
thanks, entirely apt for the Easter season.  Because it 
has two parts to it, the reader needs to pronounce the 
end of the first phrase – “for he is good” – with an 
upward inflexion so that the congregation does not 
begin to repeat the response prematurely.  A brief 
pause should follow, to allow the second phrase – “his 
love is everlasting” – to be given its proper attention.   
A glance at the congregation will help cue them in for 
their response. 

The reader will also need to give clear vocal and 
visual cues to the congregation for the response to the 
verses.  These are all in six-line form rather than the 
more common four.  From beginning to end the spirit of 
the psalm is one of heartfelt praise and thanks. 
 

 
 

 

 

 



A reading from the first letter of St John      5:1–6 

Whoever believes that Jesus is the Christ 
has been begotten by God; 
and whoever loves the Father that begot him 
loves the child whom he begets. 
We can be sure that we love God's children 
if we love God himself and do what he has commanded 
us; 
this is what loving God is - 
keeping his commandments; 
and his commandments are not difficult, 
because anyone who has been begotten by God 
has already overcome the world; 
this is the victory over the world - 
our faith. 
Who can overcome the world? 
Only the man who believes that Jesus is the Son of God; 
Jesus Christ who came by water and blood, 
not with water only, 
but with water and blood; 
with the Spirit as another witness - 
since the Spirit is the truth. 
 
 
A reading from the holy Gospel  
according to John                                            20:19–31 

In the evening of that same day, the first day of the week, 
the doors were closed in the room where the disciples 
were, for fear of the Jews. Jesus came and stood among 
them. He said to them, ‘Peace be with you,’ and showed 
them his hands and his side. The disciples were filled with 
joy when they saw the Lord, and he said to them again, 
‘Peace be with you. 

‘As the Father sent me 
so am I sending you.’ 

After saying this he breathed on them and said: 

‘Receive the Holy Spirit.  
For those whose sins you forgive, they are forgiven;  
for those whose sins you retain, they are retained.’ 

Thomas, called the Twin, who was one of the Twelve, was 
not with them when Jesus came. When the disciples said, 
‘We have seen the Lord,’ he answered, ‘Unless I see the 
holes that the nails made in his hands and can put my 
finger into the holes they made, and unless I can put my 
hand into his side, I refuse to believe.’ Eight days later the 
disciples were in the house again and Thomas was with 
them. The doors were closed, but Jesus came in and stood 
among them. ‘Peace be with you,’ he said. Then he spoke 
to Thomas, ‘Put your finger here; look, here are my hands. 
Give me your hand; put it into my side. Doubt no longer 
but believe.’ Thomas replied, ‘My Lord and my God!’ 
Jesus said to him: 

‘You believe because you can see me. 
Happy are those who have not seen and yet     
believe.’ 

There were many other signs that Jesus worked and the 
disciples saw, but they are not recorded in this book. 
These are recorded so that you may believe that Jesus is 
the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing this you 
may have life through his name. 

Second Reading 

Today’s second reading is the first in a series of six 
passages read from the first letter of John.  This first extract 
comes from the last chapter of the letter; the remaining five 
passages are taken in order from earlier chapters.   

While called a letter the work is more like an essay or a 
sermon.  Where and when it was written, and by whom and 
for whom, remains unclear even today.  One possibility is 
that it was authored by a group of teachers identifying 
themselves with the tradition of John’s gospel and 
community.  If so it would be a late work, dating at least 
from the end of the first century and perhaps originating in 
Ephesus. The letter has no clear structure or logical 
development.  Instead it has a number of key themes that 
recur in circular fashion.  Two of the teachings it insists on 
repeatedly are that Jesus, Son of God, truly was a flesh-
and-blood human being and that faith in him demands 
practising the new commandment of love.   

Both of these are found in today’s reading, but in a rather 
unclear and roundabout way.  We are told that we will 
love others if we love God and keep his commandments.  
And we are taught that Jesus came “by water and blood”, 
presumably referring to his baptism and to his death on the 
cross.  The reference to “victory over the world” suggests 
that the community sees itself in a hostile relationship with a 
society and culture that needs to be “overcome”.   The 
witness of the Spirit of truth makes possible the faith in Jesus 
that conquers the world.   

Readers will need to proclaim this text with unhurried 
deliberation, respecting its meditative quality.  Each element 
of the text needs to be given its own time and emphasis; this 
will require careful preparation.  The vocabulary presents 
no difficulty but the line of thought is far from 
straightforward.  Nonetheless the overall tone is one of 
confident faith. 

 
Gospel 

The importance of today’s gospel story is shown by the fact 
that it led to the original conclusion of John’s gospel.  The 
story proper falls into two parts: the appearance of the 
risen Lord to the assembled disciples on the first Easter Day 
and his appearance before Thomas a week later.  

John presents Jesus’ resurrection, his giving of the Spirit and 
the commissioning of the disciples in a single unified 
sequence.  By contrast, the gospel-writer Luke introduces a 
time-span of forty days before Jesus’ ascension, and fifty 
days before the outpouring of the Spirit.  Each is 
communicating the same profound truth within a different 
theological framework. 

The text for today can be sub-divided into four parts.  In 
part one, Jesus appears to the fear-filled disciples and 
greets them with peace.  This twofold greeting should be 
given strong emphasis.  Part two consists of Jesus’ 
commissioning the disciples and breathing out his Spirit 
upon them.  Part three relates the encounter between the 
risen Lord and the apostle Thomas, culminating in words 
that implicate us: “Happy are those who have not seen 
and yet believe”.  The reading comes to a climax with 
the final summary of the gospel’s purpose: “that you may 
believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that 
believing this you may have life through his name”. Each 
part should be heard by the congregation as a distinct 
unit.  The reading as a whole is a wonderful invitation to 
renew our faith in Jesus and to live in the peace and joy 
of his Spirit. 



 

Blessing for Easter  

 

May almighty God bless us through today's Easter Solemnity 
and, in his compassion, 
defend us from every assault of sin. 
Amen. 

And may he, who restores us to eternal life 
in the Resurrection of his Only Begotten, 
endow us with the prize of immortality. 
Amen. 

Now that the days of the Lord's Passion have drawn to a close, 
may we who celebrate the gladness of the Paschal Feast 
come with Christ's help, and exulting in spirit, 
to those feasts that are celebrated in eternal joy. 
Amen. 

And may the blessing of almighty God, 
the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
come down on us and remain with us for ever. 
Amen. 

 
 
                      

 
(Adapted from the Solemn Blessing for Easter, Roman Missal p 422, 

given as the optional formula of Solemn Blessing for the Second Sunday of Easter p 433.) 


