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Dear Parishioners and Visitors,
The disciples of Jesus were in great hopelessness after the ascension of Jesus. The
message of resurrection gave them hope and courage. However, it lasted only for
forty days. Again after the Ascension they confined themselves behind closed doors.
Then came the great miracle. They found the great advocate in their midst. The
Spirit of God descended upon them like tongues of fire. It rekindled their hopes and
ignited their courage. It transformed the ignorant men into possessors of divine Wisdom. It transformed the cowards into heroes and desperate men into dreamers.
Primarily, the Spirit re-established unity. Many accounts of the breach of Unity between God and Men are given in the Bible. All of them were caused by man's pride.
In Genesis we read the story of the Tower of Babel. The people of the earth became skilled in construction and decided to build a city with a tower that would
reach to heaven. By building the tower they wanted to make a name for themselves
and also prevent their city from being scattered. God came to see their city and the
tower they were building. He perceived their evil intentions, men were proud and
they wanted to challenge God. So God confused their language. They spoke to one
another as they used to, but they understood differently. On the day of Pentecost the spirit of God has re-established unity. People spoke different languages, but
everyone understood in his language. Difference in language makes it difficult for
people to communicate with one another. But the early Christians were able to
grasp the meaning of each other's message, because they spoke the language of
love, the language of understanding, the language of selflessness, and the language
of kindness. The feast of Pentecost demands from us that we should get united with
God. Once we establish our unity with God we can strengthen the unity at home, in
the parish, in the place of our work, and in our society; among the members of the
family, among our colleagues, among the members of our parish, and among
all whom we come across.
Secondly, the Spirit brought courage. At the trial scene Peter disowned Jesus
and swore that he did not know him. But after receiving the spirit the same Peter
proclaimed aloud the message of Jesus and called the people to repentance. The
Spirit blesses us too with courage. When we accept it we too will be able to make
our contribution to better the world.
Thirdly, the spirit brought the light of knowledge to the Apostles. When Jesus was
speaking to them of his agony and suffering the disciples were contemplating who
would be on his right and who would be on his left. They cherished the dreams of
the kingdom where Jesus would take over the rule of the Roman Empire.
But the descent of the Spirit revealed the meaning of the words of Jesus to them.
They knew what their faith would demand of them. They knew what their responsibilities would be. They knew the meaning of Christian love. Their ignorance was
wiped out. In the words of William Shakespeare, “Ignorance is the curse of God;
knowledge is the wing wherewith we fly to heaven."
Dear friends the Holy Spirit is present in the Church as an advocate to plead our
case. When we become receptive to the gifts of the Spirit the spirit will take its
course in us too.
Many blessings.
Fr. Joji
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Weekly Diary
Monday 21st May
9.00am

Mass

Tuesday 22nd May
No Mass
Wednesday 23rd May
6.00pm

Mass

Thursday 24th May
9.00am

Mass

Friday 25th May
9.00am
9.30am

Mass
Exposition

Saturday 26th May
4.00pm-4.30pm - Reconciliation
5.00pm Vigil Mass - Booval
Sunday 27th May
The Most Holy Trinity
6.30am Rosary - Riverview
7.00am Mass - Riverview
9.00am Mass - Booval
5.00pm Mass - Booval
Marriages by appointment - at least six months
notice is required.
Baptisms by appointment.

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity
13th—20th May, 2018
“Your right hand, O Lord, glorious in power”
Exodus 15:6
Trinity Uniting Church
Jacaranda Street, North Booval
Sunday 20th May at 2.00pm. All welcome.

DIARY DATES
Tuesday 22nd May - 9.30am: Craft Group
Friday 25th May - 6.15pm: CFC Group
PLANNED GIVING ENVELOPES
ARE NOW READY FOR COLLECTION
AT BOTH CHURCHES THIS WEEKEND

If you would like to be part of our Planned Giving Programme
Please phone the office on 3282 1888
THE ORGAN APPEAL WILL TAKE PLACE THIS WEEKEND
19TH/20TH MAY - There will be a special collection taken up at
all masses for the much needed new organ for Sacred Heart
Church. We are very grateful for the donations we have received
so far. The organ will contribute greatly to our liturgies and our
organists are enjoying playing the new organ.

WALTZING MATILDAS - Next trip Tuesday 12th June to visit
Strathgordon Clydesdales and Shetland ponies Woodford/
Kilcoy area. Early start time 7.30am. Cost $45. Please bring
hats, water bottles and cameras and closed in footwear.
Bookings and cancellations - Anne Hall 0408 773 734.
CORPUS CHRISTI PROCESSION - Sunday 2:00pm 3rd June
2018. St Stephen’s Cathedral Brisbane. Proceedings by Archbishop Mark Coleridge. wwwcorpuschristibrisbane.com
THANK YOU TO ALL OUR
WONDERFUL VOLUNTEERS
WHO MAKE SUCH A
DIFFERENCE TO THE LIFE OF
OUR PARISH
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PLENARY COUNCIL 2020 - Listen to what the Spirit is saying.
Pope Francis has approved the Australian Bishops’ decision to
hold a Plenary Council in Australia in 2020 and 2021. It is a
significant moment for the Church in Australia to make decisions about the future.
To prepare the agenda for the Plenary council, all of God’s
people are invited to reflect on the question : “What do you
think God is asking of us in Australia at this time?” Find Out
more about the Plenary Council 2020 at the new website now
online: www.plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au
Women’s Weekend Retreat: Compassionate Living
In order to live a compassionate life, we need to develop and
deepen compassion within ourselves, and commit to being a
compassionate presence for ourselves and for others.
Come, take time apart in silence, supported within a community
of women, be kind to yourself, and deepen your journey to the
heart of compassion.
Friday 25 May – Sunday 27 May. Santa Teresa Spirituality Centre, Ormiston.
Facilitated by Sue Thomas on behalf of Dragonfly Ministries. For
more information contact grace@dragonflyministries.net.au or
on 0409 524 283
“There are different kinds of spiritual gifts but
the same Spirit; there are different forms of service but the same Lord; there are different
workings but the same God who produces all of
them in everyone.” - CORINTHIANS 12:4-6
All of us are blessed, regardless of our own individual circumstances; God has given each of us many gifts. How we use those
gifts is our gift back to God. For God’s plan to work, each must
do what we are called to do and guess what - we are not all
called to do the same thing!

A VOCATION VIEW - Be guided by the Holy Spirit, because
with the Spirit comes, love, joy, peace, patience, kindness,
goodness, trustfulness, gentleness and self control. With
God’s help, come forward to proclaim to those who are
searching for meaning in life. As the Spirit is our life, let us be
directed by the Spirit.

