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Dear parishioners and Visitors,
There is an interesting Zen story. Two monks were washing their bowls in the
river when they noticed a scorpion that was drowning. One monk immediately
scooped it up and set it upon the bank. In the process he was stung. He went
back to washing his bowl and again the scorpion fell in. The monk saved the
scorpion and was again stung. The other monk asked him, "Friend, why do you
continue to save the scorpion when you know its nature is to sting?" "Because,"
the monk replied, "to save it is my nature."
It is in the nature of Jesus to offer himself for the salvation of humanity. The
scripture tells us that Jesus Christ was in the purpose of God before even the
world was made.
For forty days after His Resurrection, Jesus remained on earth. Filled with the
glory and honour of His Divinity, He appeared to His Disciples at various times
and places. By eating and drinking with His followers and conversing with them
about the Kingdom of God, Jesus assured them that He was truly alive in His
risen and glorified Body.
The time span of forty days is used symbolically in the Holy Scriptures and by the
Church to indicate that an appropriate amount of time has passed for
"completeness". The rains of the great flood lasted for forty days. Christ prayed
in the wilderness for forty days. We fast for forty days to prepare before the
feast of the Resurrection.
Ascension falls on the fortieth day after the Resurrection. On this day, Jesus appeared to His Disciples and gave them His last commandment - to preach the
Kingdom of God and the repentance and forgiveness of sins in His name to all
nations, beginning with Jerusalem. Then He led them out of Jerusalem toward
Bethany to the Mount of Olives. As His Disciples were looking on, He was lifted
up - or "ascended" - and a cloud took Him out of sight.
The ascension of Jesus has great significance. It signalled the end of His earthly
ministry. Jesus completed His earthly mission of bringing salvation to all. Having
completed His mission in this world as the Saviour, He returned to the Father in
heaven Who sent Him into the world. In ascending to the Father, He raises earth
and the whole creation to heaven with Him!
Secondly the Ascension of Jesus marked the return of his heavenly glory. Jesus’
glory was revealed only once during his life time that is, at the time of transfiguration. Then Peter cried out, "Lord it is good to be here." Once again the same
glory is revealed at the time of ascension.
The Ascension of Jesus indicates the beginning of the new work. He had entrusted his apostles with a double task. To announce to all nations the good news
that he had preached, and to bear witness with their own lives to what they
preached. The early Christians did what Jesus had demanded. St Stephen did
not hesitate to give up his life for his faith.
Bearing witness does not mean that we should shed blood. Thousands of holy
men and women bore witness to the message of Jesus by submitting themselves
to the will of God.
Have a blessed Sunday
Fr. Joji
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Weekly Diary
Monday 14th May
9.00am

Mass

Tuesday 15th May
No Mass
Wednesday 16th May
6.00pm

Mass

Thursday 17th May
9.00am

Mass

Friday 18th May
9.00am Mass
9.30am Exposition
10.30am St Mary’s Hostel Mass
Saturday 19th May
4.00pm-4.30pm - Reconciliation
5.00pm Vigil Mass - Booval
Sunday 20th May
Pentecost Sunday
6.30am Rosary - Riverview
7.00am Mass - Riverview
9.00am Mass - Booval
5.00pm Mass - Booval
Marriages by appointment - at least six months
notice is required.
Baptisms by appointment.

SAFEGUARDING TRAINING SESSION - If you have booked into the session next
Wednesday 16th May at 6.30pm could you please arrive 15 minutes early so
that you can be given your ticket which you will need to have scanned. Thank
you.

DIARY DATES
Tuesday 15th May - 9.30am: Craft Group
Thursday 17th May - 4.30pm: St Vincent de Paul meeting

Ipswich Catholic Community
warmly invites Parishioners
to join them in celebrating the installation
of Fr Stephen Bliss ofm as Parish Priest
of St Mary’s Ipswich and Administrator of
St Brigid’s, Rosewood, St Joseph’s North Ipswich &
Immaculate Heart, Leichhardt
6:00pm Mass, Sunday 27th May 2018
St Mary’s Church, Elizabeth Street, Woodend
Archbishop Mark Coleridge Presiding
A light supper will be served following Mass
RSVP by 16th May to the St Mary’s Parish Office on 3281 2133
or email ipswich@bne.catholic.nedt.au

There are 10 weeks until the Parish Fete
Sunday 22 July from 10am-3pm.
Thank you to those who have supported the day so far.
We are still calling for donations of the following:
Handmade items for the Art & Craft Stall,
and books for our Books Stall.
Consider donating your Council free plants to our Plants Stall.
Please contact Karina on 0423 939 709 if you are able to help.
Quality 2nd hand items for our Trash and
Treasure stall would be greatly appreciated also.
As always, we have our Major Raffle, and the prizes are
amazing. Tickets are available from the school office.
1st prize: $1000 Visa Gift Card
nd
2 prize: Panasonic 32” HD LED LCD TV valued at $499
3rd prize: Samsung Galaxy 7” Wifi 8GB Tablet valued at $188
Please call Kath Doyle on 0421 0000 57 with any questions
about the day, or offers of assistance. Thank you!

CWL - Hoy & Euchre will be held in the Parish Centre on
Wednesday 16th May at 10.00am. All welcome.
CORPUS CHRISTI PROCESSION - Sunday 2:00pm 3rd June
2018. St Stephen’s Cathedral Brisbane. Proceedings by Archbishop Mark Coleridge. wwwcorpuschristibrisbane.com
A VOCATION VIEW - Jesus said to his disciples ‘Go into the
whole world and proclaim the Good News to all creation.’
There are still dark aspects to our world and to our neighbourhood that need the Good News. Answer the call to ‘Go
and teach all people my Gospel. I am with you always, until
the end of time.’

Wishing all
our Mothers
God’s Blessings on their
special day

FAMILY GROUPS
Last Sunday was a glorious sunny Autumn morning – truly worthy of the
International Family
Groups Day. At Sacred
Heart Booval, we celebrated with Mass, followed by morning tea for
all.
Women’s Weekend Retreat: Compassionate Living
In order to live a compassionate life, we need to develop and
deepen compassion within ourselves, and commit to being a
compassionate presence for ourselves and for others.
Come, take time apart in silence, supported within a community
of women, be kind to yourself, and deepen your journey to the
heart of compassion.
Friday 25 May – Sunday 27 May. Santa Teresa Spirituality Centre, Ormiston.
Facilitated by Sue Thomas on behalf of Dragonfly Ministries. For
more information contact grace@dragonflyministries.net.au or
on 0409 524 283
PLEASE NOTE: THE ORGAN APPEAL WILL TAKE PLACE NEXT
WEEKEND 19TH/20TH MAY - There will be a special collection
taken up at all masses for the much needed new organ for Sacred Heart Church. We are very grateful for the donations we
have received so far. The organ will contribute greatly to our
liturgies and our organists are enjoying playing the new organ.
Marian Valley Canungra - All are invited to celebrate the Feast
of Our Lady Help of Christians, Patroness of Australia, at Marian
Valley, Canungra on Saturday 19th May 2018 commencing 10am
with Exposition, Rosary, Confession, Holy Mass (lunch available).
Eucharistic Procession and Divine Mercy Chaplet - Mass Celebrant: Most Rev Mark Coleridge, Archbishop of Brisbane. For
those not wishing to drive a bus will leave 8.10am French Street,
Booval. Fare $20 - bookings and info Anne 3282 0321 or Pam
3288 4594.
“Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of
God, God abides in him, and he in God.” 1 JOHN 4:15
How strong is your faith? When you have an
opportunity to either defend or clarify a question about our
Catholic faith, do you do it? Or, do you remain silent so that others don’t think you are weird? Pray for the courage to be strong
in all circumstances and to share your witness with others.
Time for a smile:- An investment banker decides she needs inhouse counsel, so she interviews a young lawyer. “Mr. Peterson,” she begins, “would you say you’re honest?”
“Honest?” replies the lawyer. “Let me tell you something about
honesty: My father lent me $85,000 for my education, and I paid
back every penny the minute I tried my first case.
“Impressive,” says the banker. “And what sort of case was that?”
“My father sued me for the money.”

