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Weekly Diary 

Monday   12th February 

9.00am     Mass  

Tuesday   13th February  

             No Mass 

Wednesday   14th February - Ash Wednesday 

9.00am     Mass - Amare Centre [School Hall] 
6.00pm     Mass 

Thursday   15th February 

9.00am     Mass 
9.30am     Holy Hour & Benediction 

Friday   16th February 

8.30am     Stations of the Cross 
9.00am     Mass  
10.30am   Mass - St Mary’s Hostel 
6.00pm     Evening Prayer 

Saturday   17th February 

4.00pm-4.30pm  -  Reconciliation   
5.00pm    Vigil Mass - Booval 

Sunday   18th February 

First Sunday of Lent 

7.00am    Mass - Riverview 
9.00am     Mass - Booval 
5.00pm    Mass - Booval  

Marriages by appointment - at least six months 
notice is required. 

Baptisms by appointment. 

Dear parishioners and visitors, 

All three readings of this Sunday contain the Christian teaching on the need for 
social acceptance even when people are different from us. The first reading 
shows the ancient Jewish attitude toward leprosy and the rules for quarantining 
lepers. This provides a background for Jesus' healing of a leper.  According to 
the Mosaic Law lepers had to dress in torn clothes, keep their hair unkempt, and 
their life became a life long period of mourning and estrangement. 
Mark simply states "A leper came to him and pleaded on his knees." He saw that 
Jesus was his only hope, so he dared to break the rule forbidding him to go close 
to people. "Feeling sorry for him, Jesus stretched out his hand and 
touched him." The leper had broken a rule; Jesus broke another. No Jew 
would have ever touched a leper. The mere touch rendered him legally impure. 
Jesus ignored the law. Then Jesus asked him to go to the priests to be reinstated 
into society. 
Man is not meant to be alone; he needs a family, he needs friends, he needs to 
belong to a community to be really happy. But when sin and selfishness enter 
man's life, they estrange man from God, they estrange man from his society and 
they estrange man from himself. 

First of all sin separates us from God.  When Adam ate the forbidden fruit 
and disobeyed the command of God, he was overtaken by fear; and he fled 
from the presence of God. He hid himself from the presence of God. When God 
called him he said that he was hiding from him. When Cain killed his brother 
Abel God called him. Cain answered that he was hiding from God. 

Secondly, sin separates us from our brothers. We read that when Cain slew his 
brother Abel he "went on from the presence of the Lord" ((Gen. 4:16). Sin al-
ways drives a man out......out from his friends. 
We should not let go of any opportunity which will help to patch the strained 
relations with our brothers. It may demand humility on our part, just like the 
leper who declared, "If you want to you can cure me"; it may be a blow for our 
ego; it may be shedding the false accolades that we have been claiming. 

Thirdly sin estranges us from ourselves. 'He that covered his sin shall not pros-
per.' (Ps. 32:1; Prov. 28:13) The particular lesson that we should not miss from 
today's Gospel is that sin brings loneliness to man, and with loneliness, utter 
misery. 

We need to tear down the walls that separate us from others and build bridges 
of loving relationship. Jesus calls every one of us to demolish the walls that sep-
arate us from each other and to welcome the outcasts and the untouchables of 
society, so that we will be welcomed by God into his presence. 
Many blessings  
Fr. Joji Thomas 

Mass times for ASH WEDNESDAY  
14 February 2018 

9.00am - Amare Centre [School Hall]  
6.00pm - Sacred Heart Church 

STATIONS OF THE CROSS will be  
celebrated on Fridays at 8.30am  

before the 9am mass during Lent.  

BOOVAL CATHOLIC PARISH 
† Sacred Heart Church, Cothill Rd, Booval    † Our Lady of Perpetual Help Church, 10 Old Ipswich Rd, Riverview 

Sacred Heart Primary School, 25 Cothill Rd, Booval     St Peter Claver Secondary College, 10 Old Ipswich Rd, Riverview 

Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
11th February, 2018 
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Tuesday 13th Feb - 9.30am: Craft Group 
Wednesday 14th Feb - 7.00pm: Finance Committee meeting 
 
 

 
 
 

At the Australian Catholic Bishops Conference held in Novem-
ber 2017 the Conference proclaimed the days from Ash 
Wednesday until the Saturday after Ash Wednesday in 2018 
as days of fasting and reparation in sorrow for child sexual 
abuse and for the healing of victims. 
As a parish we will be having Holy Hour & Benediction after 
the 9am mass this Thursday 15th February and Evening 
Prayer on Friday 16th February at 6pm. 
There are also Prayers for use at home and these sheets are 
available at the doors of the church. 
 
Women of the Sacred Heart Parish, Sacred 
Heart School and St Peter Claver College are 
invited to come together for an evening of 
wine, nibbles, enjoyable conversation and an 
interesting guest speaker.  Come along to 
meet and to get to know other women from 
the parish and school communities.  
Tuesday 6th March, 7.00pm at the Parish Centre.  Please 
RSVP by 23 February to Anne Ryan 0412 362 876 or the Parish 
Office 3282 1888.   
 
CHOIR PRACTICE FOR EASTER:- Tuesday 20 February 7.30pm. 
 

 

 
A VOCATION VIEW - Today’s Gospel says that: “Jesus was 
moved with pity, when He saw a leper.”  Are you moved with 
love or pity when you see the outcast of today’s society?  
Who will come forward to minister Christ today? 

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER Friday 2nd March at 10.00am.  
Glebe Road Uniting Church, 98/104 Glebe Road, Booval.  This 
year’s theme  - “All God’s Creation is Very Good!”  Prepared 
by WDP Committee Suriname.  Everyone welcome. 
 

Sacred Heart Parish School 2018 Renewal Dinner 
Monday February 19th, 2018 @ 6.00pm 

Amare Centre 
Our School Renewal Dinner is an annual event 
held at Sacred Heart.  It is an opportunity for our 
School and Parish Community to share in the di-
rection our School will take over the coming year.  
All parents and Parish members are invited to take part in the 
evening.  Our staff will be your hosts as you enjoy a two-
course meal and drinks.  We discuss various school subjects to 
obtain your feedback.  This will be our sixth Renewal Dinner; 
they have proven to be a valuable tool in planning the future 
direction of our School, as well as an enjoyable social evening. 

If you will be attending, for catering purposes, would  
you please RSVP on 3282 1976 or 

megan.preston@bne.catholic.edu.au 

 
“.ǊƻǘƘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƛǎǘŜǊǎΣ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ȅƻǳ Ŝŀǘ ƻǊ 
ŘǊƛƴƪ ƻǊ ǿƘŀǘŜǾŜǊ ȅƻǳ ŘƻΣ Řƻ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ 
ǘƘŜ ƎƭƻǊȅ ƻŦ DƻŘΦ” - м /ƻǊƛƴǘƘƛŀƴǎ млΥом 
Do a quick check of your priorities.  Where does God rank in 
that list?  If He’s not first, you have some work to do.  Putting 
God first in everything helps us from putting other 
“gods” (like our pride and ego, money and possessions to 
name a few) before God.  Before making a decision, ask your-
self am I doing this for the glory of God or for the glory of me? 
 
Time for a smile - 

Three small boys went to confession.  The first told the priest, 
“I threw Peanuts in the lake.”  The second to the same crime: 
“I threw Peanuts in this lake.”  When the third boy came in, 
the priest said, “I suppose you too threw Peanuts in the lake.” 
The boy answered, “No, no Father, I am Peanuts.” 

DIARY DATES  

FETE NEWS 
 

Gardening lovers URGENTLY needed!!  
We have people wanting to donate plants but no one 
to care for them until fete time. Please contact us if 

you are able to help nurture our plants.  
 
We are also calling for donations of art & craft items, 
books, plants, Trash to Treasure items, and more im-
portantly your time, to make this year's fete on 22 July 
the community event of the year. If you have a spe-
cific skill to share eg graphic designer, public relations, 
carpenter, electrician, gardening, baking, sewing, or if 
you would like to help but unsure how, please contact 
the convenor Kath Doyle 0421 000 057. 
We also encourage any business owners who may be 
interested in our sponsorship proposal to call Kath. 
You are invited to our next fete meeting at McDon-
ald's Booval meeting room on Wednesday 28 February 
at 6.30pm. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Project Compassion Sunday 
11th February 2018 

  
Please take home a Project Compassion box and/
or a set of donation envelopes and support Caritas 
Australia this Lenten season themed ñA Just Fu-
tureò. You will be empowering young people to 
build a just future for themselves, their families 
and their communities. 
A Just Future starts with your support! You 
can donate through Parish boxes and envelopes, 
or by phoning 1800 024 413 or visiting 
www.caritas.org.au/projectcompassion. 

  

Days of Fasting and Reparation,  
14th, 15th,16th, 17th February 2018 

http://www.caritas.org.au/projectcompassion

